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global economy than just about any other state . A g r eat er
percent of our winter wheat, for example, is exported than
any other state, as just one example. A s a s t a t e , w e d e p e nd
more on imports from just about every other place on this
earth than just about any other state. The clothes you are
wearing here, the equipment we have, t he c a r s we d r i v e , i f
it weren't for that competitive force from all around the
globe, which we depend on for our e xports,w e p r o b ab l y
couldn't even afford the things we h ave t o d ay . Now c a n y o u
t urn b ac k t h e c l ock ? Can you actua l l y ch a n g e i t ? Can you
stop, can you build that wall and shut out the global
economy'? I gu ess I d on ' t be l i eve so. I b el i ev e t he
attempts to put us into isolation, rather than competition,
will, in fact, ultimately result in Nebraska agriculture not
being compet i t i v e , n ot be i ng a bl e to function in that world
market. Will the family farm survive? Yes, some of them
will survive, a lot of them will survive. But if you had a
law on the b ooks right now , for example, that only
restaurants that "were family owned", only those kinds of
restaurants were allowed in the state, do you think the
restaurant industry would survive as an effective industry?
Absolutely not, absolutely not. I t ' s the mixture and the
ability to go this direction or that that makes the system
work. It i s the mixture of competition that d evelops t h e
new innovation. So I believe you have to first of all, as I
say, begin the p rocess of communication. T hat p r oc e s s
requires you admit what the problem is. The prob le m i s
basically a lack of profitability, and if you really believe

h at I n i t i at i v e 30 0 i s goi n g t o save i t , . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Half minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: ...then I t h ink s t a c k w i t h I ni t i at i v e 300 .
But if you honestly believe that Initiative 300, as i t
functions and as it c ould function if strictly enforced,
will, in fact, damage the economy of this state for the
future, then I think you have the courage . . . y o u h av e t o h av e
the courage to step forward as l eader s a n d s a y w e need t o
make the change because bleeding t he p a t i e nt i s k i l : i ng t h e
patient, and that zs exactly what we are d o i n g n o w . So I
would urge y ou to con sider p u tting on the ballot, for
another vote by the people, either the repeal or some major
al t e r a t i on o f I ni t i at i v e 30 0 . I 'm wi l l i n g t o l i s t en t o
anything that is rn the middle, or anything reasonable.
But something has to be done o r w e ' l l al l h ave on o ur h an d s
the blood of a destroyed agricultural economy f or the
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