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a re now, who heard t h i s sa me argument . I ' m goi ng t o gi ve i t
to you in a c ouple of areas where we heard i t . Do you
remember, do you remember, and you should remember clearly,
when we discussed banking legislation, mult i b a nk ? Th e k ey
argument given was that if you lift, if you lift now the ban
on o n e b an k own xnq o r b uy i n g another bank then all the
l i t t l e cou nt r y ba n k s wi l l b e " snar f e d " up overn i gh t and
t here w i l l b e no l i t t l e c oun t r y b a n k s . We did l i f t t h e b an .
D o you kn o w wha t h ap p e ned ? Do you kn o w h ow many l i t t l e
countr y b an k s w e r e b ou g h t u p? Not one in the State of
Nebraska, not one. What did occur was s ome mergers o f b a n k s
that went into trouble, and some w er e a l l o w ed , in failed
banks, to take over. But the actual fear that was given,
that they would all be taken over, not only didn't happen
but there are people out there begging to have somebody as a
buyer for their bank today. Another a r e a wh e r e y o u ma y
remember it, oil deregulation. I f y o u l i f t , i f you l i f t t he
ban on regulation, the price of oil will go to $50 a barrel.
I f yo u l i f t t h e ban , on l y a few big com panies wi l l be l ef t .
The ban was lifted. Deregulation occurred. All k inds of
new people got into the business. P roduct i o n i n cr e a s e d .
The price of oi l, today, i s ar ou n d $17 a b ar r e l an d
apparent l y h e a de d ev e n l o we r . Sometimes, sometimes we are
so convinced of something, we have a mind set, that we fail
to look at the f acts. I 'm go i n g t o g i ve you a r eal l y
classic example you would a l l be f ami l i ar wi t h . Go bac k
about 100 years, just before the Civil War, during the Civil
War even. Do you remember when anybody got sick, t he s i c k e r
and more i l l t he y go t , the standard remedy, the absolu t e
standard remedy for solving almost any ailment, t he s t a n d a r d
r emedy was b l e e d i n g . In o,.her words, you took blood out of
that human body because it was viewed as bad blood, somehow.
The very act of saving, the very act of saving became an act
of killing. More people died because o f what t h e y h a d d o n e
to cure the disease, in other words, died from the bleeding
process than from whatever the perceived disease was in the
first place. I'm not so s ure bu t wh at y ou d on ' t h av e a l o t
of that going on today. The very act of s aving has become
an act o f ki lling. The v ery ac t o f sav i ng Neb r a sk a ' s
agricultural economy may, indeed, in fact, will, indeed, if
something isn't done, be an ac t of k i l l i ng t hz s eco n omy, and
why? I ' m goi n g t o t e l l you why. The s e a r e ha r d f ac t s , b ut
they are true facts, and neither Johnny D e Camp no r t he
strongest advocate of I n i t i at i v e 3 00 i s go i n g t o change
them. The f acts are t hese, we , as Nebr a s k a ns , l i ve in a
global economy. Maybe as Nebraskans we live more in a
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