January 24, 1986 LB 593

PRESI DENT: They nust listen.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But  we can't make them |isten. Youcan
lead a horse to water, you can't make himdrink. You can
| ead people to school. but you can't make +themthink. And
by having themsitting in the Legislature |ooking interested
doesn't nean that they are |istening. But | bet | have got
one thing | can tell themthat will make themlisten. A
certain group which shall remain unnamed caused the
cancel lation of that gathering that wasto occurin Kearney
tonorrow. Whil e talking about freedom and not wanting their
rights abridged, they put pressure onthe businesses in
Kearney to nmake themtake down signs and posters describing
the meeting. They put pressure on the corporate offices,
the corporate headquarters of Holiday Inn to close it
because the local nmmnager | talked to personally yesterday
and he had no problemw th the nmeeting. He said he would be
concerned if it was going to occurin a barn someplace
because then you m ght have people fonmenting violence. gyt
by being open and the nedia and the |aw enforcenment people
bei ng involved, he saw no problem So | venture to say that
that act of trying to prevent people fromexpressing their
point of view may be viewed by some people as a terrible
thing, yet the Legislature on its last votedid thevery
same thing by preventing the discussion of a legitimte
| egislative issue. It seens there is a spirit abroad in the
land to cut off discussion of those things we choose not to
hear. Twenty-nine people in this Legislature would rather |
not express certain points of view sp since they could not
stop me in the beginning, they cane al ong behind” ¢g try to
bring about an intimdating atnosphere, | guess, to prevent
me from saying such things in the future. But | won't be
silenced and there are others who will not be silenced. And
when this society or groupsin this society take action to
prevent others from expressing, even expressing their point
of view though it is protected py the Constitution, they
cause those groupsto | ook to other types. of activities.
I nstead of preventing sonething, that something is provoked.
But, M. Chairnman, | don't have a position gp amendment
whi ch | think anybody would not want me to tal k about unless
they could have anticipated that | would say the kind of

things that | said already. This anmendnent sinply renoves
the word "Nebraska” fromthe name of these two funds
wherever those names will appear in the statutes.
Personal ly, with the bigger issues that | gee surfacing in
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