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just given, it could result in squelching amendments from
a ny consider a t i o n t h at l eg i t i m a t e ly should be attached to
t he b i l l . I k now t h e Ch a i r , whoever sits there, has to make
a judgment based on his or her best understanding at the
moment, but that does not mean that the Legislature is bound
by that ruling. We also know that on the issue of
germaneness the r ule in thi s Legis l a t u r e ha s b een
interpreted different ways depending on who sits in the
Chair at a given time. If we look at the term in its legal
sense, t h e cou r t s of this state, including the Supreme
Court, would allow a provision such as this to be attached
t o t h e b i l l . I t i s no t n ongermane i n t h e se n s e o f hav i n g
nothing to do with the subject matter of the bill before us.
It is germane. It re lates tn the subject matter of the
b ill. Re gardless of ho w i t xs cha racterized by th e
introducer or the Chair, the fact i s that t he m atter s
contained in the bill that is before us would accommodate an
amendment such as that being offered b y Senato r John s o n .
Today the ruling bites Senator Johnson. Tomorrow it bite.­
somebody else. I think we should b e ve r y c ar e f u l n ot t o
allow too g reat a rest ricting of the power of the
Legislature to legislate. There w ere som e p e o p le o n th i s
floor, and I was one of them, who felt that an attempt to
amend the call made by the Governor and allow h im t h r o u gh
his amended call or original call to place restrictions on
what we, some of us felt, could legitimately c onsider a s a
Legislature as a pa r t of the inherent power o f the
Legislature, we were upset about that restricting. A
s imi l a r t ype of r est r i c t i n g w ill oc cur today if th e
Speaker's or the Chair's ruling is upheld. So I hop e t h at
you will vote to overrule the Chair i n t h i s i nst an c e a n d
a !.low Se na t o r John so n to present his amendment.
Disagreement or agreement with the amendment is an entirely
different matter from the question of whether the amendment
ought to even be considered at all. A s broad as t h e sc o p e
of this bill is in the actual terms that are i n t h i s g r ee n
sheet t h a t m ak e u p t h e b i l l , i t e asi l y can accommodate the
amendment being offered by Senator J ohnson, an d f or t h o se
r easons , I wi l l v ot e t o overrule the Chair and I hope others
of you will also.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Barrett.

SENATOR BARRETT: Th ank y o u, Nr. President. I rise very,
very briefly to urge the body to sustain the Chair. The
Chair indicated that this was a ve r y c l ose ca l l . I c an
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