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SENATOR V . JOHNS ON: Mr. Speaker , mem b er s of t he
Legislature, I could not in good conscience vote for Senator
Marsh's amendment because I felt that Se nator Marsh's
amendment in the last analysis and when a ppl ied woul d h a v e
the effect of harassing, so to speak, a number of volunteer
organizations that do provide counseling s e rvices to
pregnant women and those volunteer organizations may very
well b e or g a n i z a t i o n s l i ke Emergency Pregnancy S e r v i c e i n
Omaha or Birthright which I think exists in a variety of
communities in our state or Planned Parenthood which i s i n
Omaha and other communities in our state. It seemed to me
that for us to es tablish standards for the ki nd of
counseling that is occurring t oday i n a num b er of c r i si s
pregnancy o rganizations w ould not be app r op r i at e ,
particularly in connection with this measure. So f o r t h at
reason I felt that Senator Marsh's amendment was not one
that I would vote for. But now I turn t o Senato r L a b edz ' s
amendment and what Senator Labedz is doing i s e s t a b l i sh i n g
some standards to b applied by individuals who provide some
type of very short counsel! ..g, so to s p e ak , t o a wom a n who
has made a decision to have an abortion and the woman will
see a p h y s ic i a n ab o u t h e r decision to have an abortion.
When she visits that particular physician, s he undoubted l y
will be referred by that physician to a nurse practitioner
in the office or to a social worker in the office or to some
other kind of counselor. And at that time, at that time,
t hat i ndi v i d u a l wi l l p r ov i de i n f or m a t i o n to that woman with
r espect t o t h e i t ems t h at currently exist in the informed
consent law and with respect to the new items t hat w o u l d
exist in the informed consent law if LB 663 were to pass the
Nebraska Le g i s l at u r e . Now the kind of information t hat i s
to be provided is r e latively factual in nature. It is
relatively factual in nature. It is not t he k i nd o f
information that calls for a long, lengthy give and take, it
calls for so rt o f a psy chological and emotional nexus
between the person providing the information and the person
receiving the information. I t i s no t nece s s a r i l y t ha t k i n d
of information that truly calls for what I would call the
therapeutic healing pr ocess, the psychclogical healing
process, the emotional healing process. I i s si mp l y t h e
provision of factual information. I nciden t a l l y , r i gh t no w
we think it important for our physicians to provide factual
information to patie nts before patients undergo
tonsillectomies, appendectomies or w hat h a v e y o u b eca u s e
virtually every pati ent today as a matter of the
physician-patient relationship is required to consent to the
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