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informed consent form. We do that in a hospital for any
other type of surgery and I see no reason why we shouldn' t
do it on an abortion procedure and i t should be done by a
qualified person because at the same time we' re talking
about surgery in a hospital,we certainly don't get that
information from the nurse's aide or from somebody that is
not qualified to do so. So I ask you to reject Senator
Marsh's amendment, and, Senator Wesely, you are correct .
That bill that you do have in committee is probably very
complicated, but we' re talking about counseling, we' re not
talking about a surgical procedure in the bill that you have
in that committee and I wasn't at the hearing. I don' t k n ow
too much about it and I repeat again, perhaps what Senator
Marsh is doing, it might be a good thing but it certainly
does not belong in the statutes on the abo r t i o n p r o c e d u re ,
xn th e c r zmi n a l s t at ut e s e speci a l l y . We ' r e t a l k i n g ab o u t
women that are going there, have consented to the abortion.
It may be 15, 20 minutes prior to the abortion. Let me tell
you that we have talked to some pe ople that h ave had
abortions and they' re now working with us and they tell us
what goes on in the abortion c l i n i c . They a re pu sh e d i n .
Before t h ey ar e e ven cou ns e l e d o r t alked t o by anyo n e ,
including the doctor performing the abortion, they are given
some Valium. B y the time the doctor talks to them, they
d on't e v e n k now or und e r s t a n d wha t h e i s say in g or c an ' t
even ra t i o n a l i z e wh a t i s g oi ng t o happen to them and they
have told us that that is exactly what happens when they go
into an abortion clinic for an abortion. Why c an't they
have some counseling by someone that is competent and
explain to them what is going to happen, especially if we' re
talking about repeat abortions. I truly can't see any
difference in this thar. you and I going into a hospital, and
Senator Marsh said, going in for a tonsillectomy o r a ga l l
b ladder ope r a t i o n . You do sign forms, you are informed as
to what is going to happen, you are informed of the
consequences. The family is informed as to whether you have
a 50-50 ch a n c e t o l i ve o r not. That is even explained to
the patient. You have the opportunity at that point to say
I don ' t want the surgery, I know the risk involved now, I
don't want t h e sur ge r y . P er h ap s that's what behind all
this. The consent form that they do know what they' re going
through, and even though they are 14, 15, 16 years old and
they have not talked to their parents or anyone el s e , at
least they know what type of procedure is going to be used,
t he con s equences and t he very important decision that
they' re making at that point that they have been i n f o r med

7988


