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i t i s up t o u s , i n t h i s Le gi s l at u r e , t o be g i n ad d r e s s i n g t h e
issue of how we are going to deal with the water, deal with
soil, deal with the air. Those are the key issues either of
this session or of the coming sessions in the latter part of
the 1980s and into the 1990s. But I have to say, to be very
honest with you, that we are going to reach that point on a
p iece-by - p i e ce , bi l l - b y- b i l l p r o ce ss . We can't go fr om
point A , i n t h i s i ssu e , t o po i nt 2 i n one step . I t i s go i ng
to be a lot of little steps and a lot o f minor l eg i sl at i v e
bills. But 284 is certainly not one of those minor bills.
It is the foundation for a lot of other bills to come. Let
me give you some examples of that. We ' ve got...we' ve
already d i s c u s sed and a dvanced the underground fuel storage
tank bill which I think is near a poin t w h er e w e c an p a s s
that bill. We' ve already passed above ground f uel s t or a g e
t ank b i l l . We ' r e de al i ng b ot h in the Agriculture and
Environment Committee and in the Public Works Committee the
question of nitrates and water contaminates on that subject.
I don ' t kn o w i f we ' l l de al wi t h t hat i s su e t h i s y ea r , b ut i t
is certainly another part or piece in the plan. We' ve got
another issue bef ore the Agriculture and Environment
C ommittee d e a l i n g w i t h u r an i u m m i n i n g and that issue will
probably resurface again this year by my discussions with
Senator Scofield. We' ve also got other issues dealing with
water p o l l ut i o n , a i r po l l ut i on an d soi l e ro s i o n . Th os e ar e
other environmental issues that will come up. But t h e b as i s
behind all of those, I think, i s t h i s b i l l and t he ado p t i on
of this bill. But there is one philosophical issue that is
g oing t o h av e t o be add r es s e d somewhere do w n t h e l i ne .
Senator Chazek, Senator Schmit and others have r a i sed i t and
I think it is the super fund and how we a r e goi n g t o d e al
with cleanup of contaminates. T hat is an is sue that i s
going to come to play zn the coming years, I t h i n k . Bu t at
least we' ve got a step in the right direction if we pass
LB 284 . As I s ai d , I think thzs issue more t han any o t h e r
is going to be the foundation which we will work from in the
coming years. I am hoping that the issue, with the adoption
of the Schmit amendments, wil l ac com p li sh t he goa l s t h at we
want to reach this year. C lear l y w e w i l l pr ob a b l y co me b a c k
and reexamine the chemigation act several times in the
c oming ye a r s .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR R. J OHN"ON: I have no problem with that. I t h i n k
there are a lot of philosophical differences i n t h i s bod y .
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