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supervi sed , a n d h e p r o b abl y w i l l not be as well supervised,
as will the application of chemicals through an irrigation
system. I think also we want to remember that when you...if
you were to adopt this amendment you are having an impact
upon tens of thousands of acres of land throughout the State
of Nebraska, and that the result may be a dverse, i t m a y w e l l
be adverse to that municipal water supply. I think that you
want to remember one more thang, the DEC is a relatively new
agency. The co n c er n a b out und e r g r o u nd wa te r i s a re l a t i v e l y
new concern . Bu t we ar e m a k i ng p r og r ess . We' ve made a l o t
of progress. We are going to make some more w i t h t h i s b i l l
and we ar e go i ng t c make some more with other bills that
have been zntroducec during this sessi on . So I wou l d hop e
that we would not acopt the Eret amendment. Again , I ' m no t
critical of Senator Eret. I kn o w h e ' s c on c e r n e d . He has
some legitimate expertise in that area. But I a sk you t o
consider the alternative, and the alternative may well be a
more serious threat to the municipal water supply t h a n t h e
use of a regulated, controlled, supervised type of chemical
application. That is what we are shooting for with this
kind of a bill. I want to point out again t hat t h e
i ndi v i d ua l who u s e s t h i s s yst em is going to have to be
trained, trained by the department or the Extension Service.
T here ar e som e p e op l e w h o apply r e st r i c t ed chem ic a l s . We
all go through a certain training period. But t h i s i s an
addi t i o n a l t r ai ni ng p r ogr am . I think that it i s an
additional protecticn for the municipal water supply an d t h e
residents thereof. I b elieve the amendment calls for any
supply which serves more than 25 people. Well , y ou kn ow
there was a period of time when my family almost approached
that in n umber. I would guess t hat you mi ght f i nd
gatherings of people that might be similar in size in some
of those other com munities and that you mig h t fi nd
addi t i o n al i mpa c t other than the 525 i ncorporated
communities of the State of Nebraska. I ' d b e g l a d t o an s wer
any questions you might have on this. B u t I want to add
again the amendments that are i nc luded i n 16 5 5 a r e p r et t y
well thought out. I did not object to Senator Lamb' s
amendment, although I agree somewhat with Senator Vickers,
there comes a time when we s ay. . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: . . . you know, what are you being paid for.
You are being paid to come to work, and now for every little
additional job you are assigned you want additional money.
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