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PRESIDENT: The motion carries, the debate is c losed. The
Chair recognizes Senator Beutler for his closing argument.

SENATOR BEUTLER: M r. Spe a k e r , members of the Legislature,
it is hard to approach the w hole sub j ec t b eca u se n o one
seems to want to talk about the subject. Everybody wants to
talk about the newspapers, and wants to talk about my
motivations. I have be en a l ong supp o r t e r o f the
Accountability Commission. I think my record has been
c lear .

(Interruption from the floor.)

PRESIDENT: You raise a point of o rder , si r ? St at e you r
point , si r .

SENATOR DECAMP: M y point is Senator Beutler just made a
misstatement. He said, everybody wants to deal with my
motives, so on and so forth. I sa i d n o t h i n g i n my deb a t e
that ever dealt with his motives. I am i ncluded in the
phrase everybody. Ou tside this body that would certainly
constitute a violation of that law. I ask f o r a n a p o l o g y .

PRESIDENT: I d on ' t be l i eve I c an rule on whether or no t an
apology is forthcoming. The point of order has been raised
about an improper reference, but I ' l l l eave i t wi t h you ,
Senator Beutler, to go a head on your own t i m e .

S ENATOR BEUTLER: M r . Sp e a k e r , I guess we hav e r e ac hed t h e
h eight o f t he r i d i cu l o us a n d I ' m not sure if it makes any
point...if there is any point to discussing it further. We
seem to have gotten so far away from the main subject. But
I would just ask you to think about, once again, whether it
m akes sense t o ma k e no distinction between totally f a l se
statements and true statements, whethe r t he p eop l e o f t h e
state don't have the right to expect politicians to st i c k as
close to the t ruth as p ossible. I as k you t o co ns i de r
whether th e r e h a s ev e r be en any abuse in the administration
of this law. I think there has not be en . I a sk you t o
think about the words of the court, the use of the known lie
f or a tool is at onc e at odds with the pr emises of
democratic government and with the orderly manner i n wh i c h
economic, social, and political change is to be affected.
Calcul a t e d f al seh ood f al l s into that class of u tt e r a n c es
which are no essential part of any exposition of ideas.
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