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Thank you.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp, a nd af t e r
that the speaking order is Senator Higgins and Senator
Chambers. Se n a t o r DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President and members, I'm going to use
an example to show you, in my opinion, a violation of this
l aw or wh a t w o u l d b e a v io l a t i o n . Sen a t o r B e u t le r , a few
minutes ago, stated if you adopt this amendment you are
making t h i s a r i gh t t o l i e state, that is a lie. You are
establishing the First Amendment as it existed for 200 years
before this thing went into effect. You don't have any more
right to lie than you dad before. You s t a l l ha ve t he I > ab l e
l aws, t h e s l an d e r l aws a n d a l l o f t h ese throngs t hat a p p l y .
You have not made it "a right to lie," that is a lie and it
is knowingly done because if anybody sh o u l d k n o w wh a t t h e
Constitution and what the law of the land i s i t i s a l awyer
f rom Y a l e o r Har va r d . This i de nt i ca l p r ov i s i on , i n N e w
York, was declared unconstitutional because, a s t h e y sa i d ,
you are trying to limit debate, discussion a nd argument i n
the one area where it needs to be more than a ny othe r p l ac e .
That is the political arena which is the debating place of
the...it is the market place of i deas . I t i s wh er e you
d iscuss i de a s a n d w h er e y o u d e b a t e it. That is where it is
all at. If you give a more stringent standard t here t h a n
you do to the general public, you' ve really set back the
political system. If any thing the standard s i n deb at e
should be more liberal where more ideas can c ome out , m o r e
discussion and disagreement. So what about, what about the
e xamples I u sed? Any b o d y that wants to abuse this thing
can. W h y ? Be c a use a l l you do xs file a complaint with the
Accountability Commission and later, and y o u g e t yo u r f r on t
page story, and later, six months later the Accountability
Commission, who may not be familiar with the subject at all,
they decide whether you correctly stated whether abortion is
sin , o r mur d er , or wh at ev er . They use their conclusions.
I t i s t he pub l i c w ho h as t h e right to judge whether somebody
is accurate on a particular bill, or the ef fects of a
certain law, not some accountability commission s ix month s
after the fact. Sen ator Beutler certainly knows of the
existence of the First Amendment. I 'm no t su r e what he i s
afrai d o f . The Accou n t a b i l i t y Com miss i o n should no t b e i n a
position to in timidate, threaten and limit, in e ffect,
d ebate and d i sc us s i o n on i ssu e s . Doe s I n i t i at i ve 300
p rohi b i t t h i s o r t h at ? Some w o u l d s ay i t does, some would
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