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these amendments.

75,000 but, to be honest with you, I know we can get another
four or five thousand for it because he is willing to go
higher . Now b ot h agen t s share in the commission so,
obviously, the more they get for t he ho u s e , t he mo r e
commission they would make. So that is one reason why I
think confidentiality should be added as something that the
people should be aware of so they don't have this feeling of
being so open in saying, look, you know, we real l y c a n c ome
up with more money and we real l y w o u l d p a y more f o r i t . The
second part of the amendment adds to the seller's bill of
rights a provision telling sellers that commission rates are
not set by law and that they are negotiable. Now, I d i d not
have that in the original bill of rights, frankly, because I
had not given it a thought. I had not sold any property
since 1976 and at that time I sold it to my own nephew so we
w eren' t ev en r e q u i r e d to have a real estate agent, but
Senator Beutler was the one last year when he and I and
Radcliffe and the director for the real estate agents, we
all sat down together, again, to d iscuss the bill and
possible amendments. And Senator Beutler a sked me , M a r g e ,
why don' t y o u h av e t h a t i n you r b i l l '? And I s a i d , f r ank l y ,
Chris, I never thought about it. I t ' s be e n s o l ong s i n ce
I ' ve so l d any property, but I said, I have ab so l u t e l y no
objec t i o n s t o i t . I t h ank i t ' s a great idea and it should
be in there so that the public doesn't think they have t o
pay 7 percent, but it i s negotiable with a real estate
agent . The y cou l d p ay si x or five, whatever they could
agree on. Senator Beutler mentioned then that he would
probably introduce that amendment but since he did not, I am
zntroducing it today. So I would ask the body to adopt

PRESIDENT: Senator Hannibal, do you wish to speak to these

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Nr. President, members, I r i s e t o op po s e
t he amendments a n d I w i l l be opposxng the other amendments
t ha t I hav e seen so f ar . To r e f r esh you r memory, i f I
might, as Sen ator Hi ggins p o inted out , t h i s b i l l was
discussed at length last sess>on and we h ad d i sag r e e ment s
about t h e b i l l l a s t s e s s i on and I t h i nk . . . I ' m af r ai d t h at
we' re going to continue to have disagreements about whether
the bill is a good bill, a necessary bi l l or not an d I
happen to think that it is not either a necessary b i l l o r ,
indeed, a good bill to pass in the State o f Nebraska . Now
the reason why I am going to oppose this amendment or these

amendments?
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