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people of the State of Nebraska would be the beneficiaries
so t h a t y o u do n ot hav e a 20 or 25 percent of the vote
deciding who tha". particular party's candidate shall be. So
I strongly urge ,ou to bring this bill out of committee, put
it out on the floor, let's talk about it. I'm not afraid to
cons>der it for this year. What I am l o ok i ng at i s t h e
people of the S tate of Nebraska, not particularly the
candidates that have already filed or the fund raising that
they h a v e al r ead y do n e. We ' r e not really going to be
changing the rules. It's still going to be an election.
There i s st i l l go i ng t o b e a v ot e . Th e p eo p le a r e s t i l l
going to make the ultimate decision and I think that we
ought to give this idea some real discussion. I t h i n k t he
people will benefit. I support the motion by S enator
D eCamp. T h a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, you may close.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I woul d l i ke t o add r e s s a l l
the questions ra ised starting with Senator Withem's.
Senator Withem, I do, i ndeed, sup p o r t t he amendment.
believe that's the way to go and overcomes the hurdle of
even having to have the runoff primary. It's the latest and
most sophisticated process developed by political scientists
and, in f act, tested fo r getting a true reflection.
However, I trust you are familiar with the rules of the
Legis l a t u r e t h a t sa y, t he b i l l you b r i ng from committee is
brought to the floor in its original form. For that reason
I explained what the bill was and the reason for it and
said, when we get it up here, then we can deal with variable
concepts, but you have to bring t he b i l l u n l e ss y o u w i s h t o
change th e r u l e s , wh i c h I am pe r f ect l y wi l l i n g t o , you hav e
to bring it in its original form to the floor and offer the
amendments yourself. Now, l e t ' s de al wi t h t he i s su e i t se l f .
We always seem to take an a t t i t u de i n he r e , we l l , when th e
problem develops and gets bad enough, t hen we ' l l g o b ack and
correct it. The next governor you elect xs here for four o .
eight ye a r s and you may have the best candidates or t h e
worst candidates zr the world out there, but the f act i s
they will probably be selected by 3 or 4 or 5 percent of the
registered voters of the state which is not the purpose of a
primary and which is not the essence of government or
representative government. Let me give you a little fact to
think about. About 10 percent of the voters of this state
are I nde p e nden ts . Th ey are not allowed to vote in a
primary, yet their numbers, because they are so small, they
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