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they are using our highways and they get arres t ed . And at
the time they get arrested the arresting officer simply
gives them a citation citing them for their particular
offense whether it be speeding or reckless driving or what
have you and that citation directs them to appear at a time
and date and place to enter a plea and t h e y wi l l e i t h e r
p lead gu i l t y or t h ey wi l l p l e ad not guilty or they will
plead no contest. And when they enter that plea, if they do
plead guilty, of course they will be fined. I f t h e y p l e a d
n ot gu i l t y , t h ey wi l l b e g i ven a second time to appear to
defend themselves. Now unfortunately a tremendous number of
Nebraskans who otherwise are very law-abiding people fail to
appear. They get those citations from the arresting officer
for speeding or for reckless driving o r what h av e you a n d
they are directed to appear in the court three or four weeks
later to enter their plea and they s i mpl y f a i l t o app ea r .
Now, this bill says that when a person fails to appear, the
court itself may then send the notation of the failure to
appear to the director of the Department of Motor Vehicles.
The director of the Department of Motor Vehicles w i l l t he n
send a certified letter to the fellow who was arrested or
t he woman who was a r r e s t e d a n d s ay, hey , y o u go t 20 day s ,
you go t 20 d a y s t o g o and ap pe a r i n c ourt a n d ma k e y o u r
peace and if you fail to do that, we' re go ing t o r evo ke y o u r
drivers license, we' re going to t ak e a way you r d r i ve r s
license. And then after the 20 days runs the Department of
Motor Vehicles sends a second letter pursuant to this bill
which says, this is to advise you, we have j u st t ak e n a way
your d r i v e r s l i c ens e . Now, what can the individual then do
once his or her drivers license i s t a ke n away ? Wel l t h ey
c an go t o c o u r t a n d t h e y ca n m ake the i r pe a ce . The y c a n g o
to court and then can make their peace and once t h a t i s d on e
they simply send $25 to the Department of Motor Vehicles for
reinstatement of the drivers license. Tha t's the b i l l .
This particular system is in place right now with respect to
Nebraskans who commit a highway offense in Iowa or South
D akota o r K a n sa s o r so me o t h e r state and they get a citation
with a direction to appear and they fail to appear. What
then happens is that those sister states s end t h o s e
citations to ou r De partment of Motor Vehicles and our
Department of Motor Vehicles goes through the s ame process I
just outlined and ultimately jerks that individual's drivers
license. Now the reason this system is in place right now
is because Nebraska participates in an interstate compact
and the interstate c ompact on h i ghw a y u s e s and d r i ve r s
licenses calls for this system to be in place. And again
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