
J anuary 17 , 1 98 6 LB 125

CLERK: 25 ayes , 1 n ay on adoption of the c ommittee
amendments, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Elroy Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body,
Senator Hoagland pretty well explained t h i s b i l l t o you .
This bill was. . or t h i s p r opo s a l w a s brought t o me by a
constituent and he says that he spends a lot of time on the
road running from one county to another to file these. So
what this would do, this would allow him to use the small
claim court or it would allow any citizen in Nebraska to use
the small claim court to file these claims. A lot of these
p eople ar e bu s y p e o p l e . Th ey d o n ' t have time to spend on
the road. They don't have time to travel from county to
county and so this would allow them to use the mails...the
mail to file these. And we do use the mail to do a l o t o f
these transactions and so I said, well, why can't we use the
mail t o do t h i s? And we ce r t ai n l y can. I f we p a ss t h i s
bi l l , t h ey wi l l be al l ow e d t o m a il these small claims to
another county. But if we don't do this, well, then they
have the loss of time in travel. T hey have t h e exp e nse o f
traveling and s o I certainly t h in k t h i s wou l d be an
i pr*vement. i also passed around page i om the C~r ei h t o n
Law Review and this contains an article, The Nebraska Small
Claims Court Experiences, a comprehensive examination of
attitudes, practices and suggestions for improvement. This
article was written by P rofessor F r an k Fo r b e s w h o i s t h e
Chairman of Law in Society at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha. I gust want to read you part of this. I f y o u w a n t
t o f o l l o w m e , x t z .= i n f oot »c t o »»mba.> 3 . "O»p zmprovcmp nt
»rot i i i » c i » .. .r i t l j » t .hi » ; » f dr I ' b i i t » » i whdr li wu» l d l i k e ly be
a wfs e dec .x so n i ' t h e p l ac eme n t o f L B 1 2 5 o n G e n e r al F i l e .
It is expected to pass either in the present sess>on or the
next session. In s ummary,i t wi l l a l l ow a p l ai n t i f f to
p repare an d f i l e a sma l l c l ar ms c o mp l a i n t wi t ho u t h av i n g t o
appear personally before the clerk. This woul d al l ow t he
nonres i d en t t o su e by signing before a notary public and
mail i n g x n t h e co m p l a in t . T his p r o c edure woul d b e s u p p o r t e d
by t h e b a si c p r i nc i p l e s or p o l i c i e s discussed in this
article." Mr. President, I move for the advancement of
LB 125.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hoag' and, please.
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