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define what in this case is a freedom of a media to do not
do something because it seems it doesn't take long before it
gets amended down to even being more specific and I'm not
even sure that I want to, by statute, try to define in a
campaign when it's political or when it isn' t. And I am
more comfortable leaving it to th e ju dgment of t he
commission to do t hat wi thout trying to give statutory
b ackin g .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. H o w much time is
lef t on t h i s ?

SPEAKER NICHOL: About five m inute s .

SENATOR HIGGINS: In that case, I would be very quick to ask
Senator Vickers a question. Senator Vickers, in reading the
committee statement it says, the co mmission h as n o
obligation to air the views or programs of state officers or
employees, provide that i t i s un l a w f u l , a mi sde meanor , f or
an elected official to influence programming for pe r sonal
gain o r po l i t i ca l b en e f i t , would t h i s bi l l t h en m e a n t h a t i f
a ny TV a sks se n a t o r s to appear a nd di scu s s i s su e s l ike I
remember one time Senator Lamb and I were o n t oget h e r a n d
t hey aske d u s bot h t he s ame q u e s t i o n s a n d to re s pond t o
them, would it also mean that they w ere go in g t o do awa y
with their short Legislative Review program in the evening?

SENATOR VICKERS: No, because the key is, NETV asked you.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Right.

SENATOR VICKERS: What this is saying is that you could not
ask NETV to put a program on so that you could be on the air
to hopefully influence your position.

SENATOR HIGGINS: In o ther w ords, bu t y ou ' r e sa y i n g i f I
asked them and said, by golly, if you don' t, I'm going to
vote to cut your budget. That woul d b e i l l ega l .

SENATOR VICKERS: Th at ' s r i gh t .

S ENATOR HIGGINS: Wel l , I ' ve neve r a sked t h em . Ha s t h e r e
ever been any p o l i t i ca l ad v e r t i s i n g o n N ETV?
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