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the spending that they are calling for. If we can't do
that, we can't eliminate the funding because then the
agencies ar e i n v i o l a t i on . So it is important to know that
t he process i s wh a t w e a r e after, the ability to tell the
public that it is a procedural t hing a s opp o sed t o one
person or two people or eight people that say t hi s i s goo d
publi c p o l i cy .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Th at i s w h y w e a r e ask i ng f o r the
suspension. If we don't have suspension, those b i l l s w i l l
be in t r o duced anyway.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Scofield, please, and then Senator
DeCamp.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members, I
guess largely all I want to do is to echo a couple of the
things that Senator Warner. and Senator Hannibal have said
but I re a l l y wan t t o exp l a i n to you the rationale for doing
this, and I understand Senator E ret ' s comments and probably
some of the questions that are running through some of your
mounds. Let me just remand you of how we got to the point
that we are today. You wall recall last session we found
ourselves in the positron where we made some cuts in very
short o r d e r , and we d i d x t very h u r r i ed l y , and you wil l
recall that one of the things that t he pub l i c r i ght l y , I
think, criticized was but we haven't had a chance to comment
on this yet. There haven't been hearings on these sorts of
t hings . So , obv i ou sl y , to implement many of the kinds of
things that were done in those very d i f f i cu l t t i me s , t h e s e
b i l l s mu st b e i nt r odu c e d , a nd as Se na t o r Hann i b a l and
Senator Warner have pointed out, t hey w i l l b e i n t r odu c e d .
Now every s i ng l e one of t h em w i l l be introduced. We would
simply like to offer them as a package, and I think there
are a number of things that will help you, a s a b o d y , de a l
with the kinds of financial problems that we obviously still
face and help you participate more fully in this process,
and I think that is what you were r e a l l y say i ng when you
asked f o r t he r u l es c hange abou t how we pr o cee d with
appropriations. I think this is one w a y t h a t you c a n g e t a
b roader p i c t u r e a nd a more complete picture of how the
Appropriations Committee came up with its recommendations
and to continue to participate in this process so that we
make the best and most rational decisions about difficult
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