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SENATOR SCOFIELD: Senator Uickers, would you like to close
on your amendment?

SENATOR VICKERS: M adam Chairman and members, t he dec i s i o n
that you are to make I think is fairly clear as to the
outcomes of what happens to the noxious we e d l a w. Sen at o r
Pirsch, I would like to let you and others know that the
amendment that we are discussing is amendment number 1660
that is in your bill book. Amendment number 1660 in your
bill book, in front of LB 459 is the amendment t hat we a r e
discuss i ng . Now, h er e is the situation. We have got a
n oxious weed l a w . Th e l aw s a y s we shall control and we all
know, I agree with those people that say we are not going to
k i l l eve r y no xi o u s w eed i n this state. If anybody thinks
you are going to e liminate musk thistles, that is like
saying yo u ar e go i n g t o e l i mi n a t e coyotes. The last two
l i v i n g t h i n g s on t h i s e ar t h i s go i n g t o b e a musk thistle
and a coyote sitting under it and they are going to be
howling an d l aug h i n g a t t he rest of us as we go off into
eternity. I admit that up front. I know it is true. I
have been fighting the two of them all my life a nd wi l l
continue to. But the choice is this,we have a l aw o n t h e
i voks but we don't have the money at the state level to
enforce the law. The counties really are not too interested
in some cases in enforcing the law. In some cases the
counties...and I could name a few counties, and i t d o e sn ' t
necessarily need to be urban counties either, Douglas County
has been mentioned, but there is a few others where musk
thistles grow like they were the state weed and they don' t
do anything about it. Now, unless Senator Warner is going
to put a lot of money in t he approp r i a t i o n s b i l l f or t h e
Department of Agriculture to enforce t he nox i ou s weed l a w s ,
which I doubt that the Appropriations Committee is going to,
or if they are going to be overjoyed with an amendment out
here t o d o i t , wh i ch I doubt that the A ppropriations
Committee would do, t hen we h a ve got a cho i ce . W e ar e
either going to have to put in some other mechanism to
enforce the noxious weed laws or, i n m y o p i n i o n , w e m i gh t as
w ell el i mi n a te t hem, be c a u s e if you are going to have a
stat e aw a n d t h en you are going to say on the other hand,
but the state doesn't have any funds to enforce the state
law, so, counties, you decide whether you want to enforce
the state law or not. Now , that is the choice. Th at is
what LB 459 as originally introduced says and thai is what
it will say if we take the funds away from the Department of
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