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speakers. Next in order was Senator Schmit. D o you wish t o
speak to the Vickers amendment to the amendment, Senator
Schmit?

SENATOR SCHNIT: Well, Nr. President and members of the
Legislature, the battle of the musk thistle has been go i ng
o n fo r a go od 2 0 ye a rs a n d I would guess that it is not
going to be terminated with the passage of LB 4 59 , b ut I
admire the Ag Committee and Senator Vi cke r s f or thei r
efforts in that direction. I really in most instances think
that the county weed boards have done a g ood j o b , a l t h o u gh
there have been some not orious except i o ns . I gue ss
t 'r ' t . ..and I am not being critical because I r ecogn iz e t h e
nature and scope of the problem having been involved in this
kind of work for many years, I recognize how difficult it is
to control a noxious weed. But I would have to ask Senator
Warner a question, if he would yield, please. Se nator
Warner , i f t h i s b i l l b ecome s law (recorder malfunction)
amendments, would that mean that Douglas County could be
deprived of its county road funds? A nd, i f so , how m u c h
money would that amount to?

SENATOR WARNER: Well, to ans wer your qu estion, a s I
understand the bill, is you asked how much money it would
amount to would...I would have to check to be absolutely
sure, L o r an . I t i s i n t he mi l l i on s , I can t e l l you t h at ,
but, well, several hundred thousand. I t ' s o v e r . . .bu t I
don't recall specifically Douglas County's a l l oc a t i o n .

SENATOR SCHMIT: I guess Senator Vickers has an opinion that
this is constitutional. I have n o q uar r e l wh at soe v e r . I
think we ought to do something about it, but I think that we
ought to recognize that Douglas County...and, again, I am
not being critical, I am just being factual, is o ne of o u r
most serious offenders and the problem there is a ser i o u s
one because of the terrain and the difficulty in spraying
the city and rooting out those thistles. And so I gu es s I
hope that at least the Legislature will discuss this and
debate it very thoroughly because I would hope t h a t we d o
not enact another law that is not in force. I think Senator
Vickers enacted a bill last year into law, or the year
before, that provided for a $50 per day penalty for anyone
who didn't take care of his musk thistles. I th ink that
t hat w o u l d h a v e pr ov i d e d m i l l i on s of dollars of revenue to
certain subdivisions h ad t hat be en e nf o r ced and i t ,
obviously, was not. So I guess I would have to ask Senator
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