
January 16 , 1 98 6 LR 57

SENATOR GOLL: Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen of the
Legislature, so that you won't get confused, if you want to
l ook i n you r Jou r n a l o n pa g e 3 0 3 , I am addressing on that
page the last WHEREAS beginning on line 6, the next WHEREAS
b eginn in g on l i n e 17 , pa ge 3 04 , and the last WHEREAS
a ppearing o n l i ne 2 4 o n p ag e 3 0 4 . The f i r s t on e , "WHEREAS,
due to recent publicity concerning Indian gaming activities
nationwide, many citizens of Nebraska believe that the
Winnebago Tribe wishes to achieve retrocession in o rder t o
broaden its authority to conduct unrelated gaming activities
yet according to opinions issued by the Department of
Justice of the State of Nebraska, f ed e r a l cou r t s , and other
author i t i e s, r e t r oce ss i o n w i l l in no respect affect the
rights of the W innebago Tribe to un dertake gambling
activities;." On p age 304, " WHEREAS, t h e W innebago Tr i b a l
Counci l , on beh al f of the tribe, passed a re solution
dated 1 - 9 - ' 8 6 , de c l a r i ng it has no intention to, n or wi l l
i t , e st ab l i sh any g am b li ng operations that contravenes
either state or federal law, nor does it have any plans
whatsoever to establish gambling o perat i o n s o n t h e N e b r a s k a
portion of the Reservation prior t o t h e ye ar 20 0 0 A .D . ; . "
And, finally, on page 304 beginning on l ine 2 4 , "WHEREAS,
the Nebraska Legislature thus concludes, b ased on t h e l aw
and upon the r epresentations made by t he tribe, t h at
gambling and gaming operations are not pertinent to the
issue of retrocession and that retrocession will not g r a n t
t he t r i be any add i t i on a l authority to u ndertake such
operations." I would move to amend LR 57 by striking these
t hree WHEREASES. All o f these refer to gambling. The
proponents, the proponents of t h is r esolu t i o n h av e go n e
through much effort to attempt to prove to you that the
Winnebago Tr i b e h as no interest in g ambling. I h a v en ' t
previously considered this an issue rele vant to
retrocession, but since it now appears in the resolution,
l e t m e t e l l y ou a l i t t l e b i t about I nd i an g am bl i ng . The
Winnebago Tribe is currently operating h igh s t a k e s b i n g o o n
t he r e ser va t i on zn Iowa. Acc ording to the U.S. Sup reme
Cour de cx s z o ns , so l ong as an act i v i t y i s al l owe d b y a
state, any tribe can engage in that activity but need not
follow state regulatory laws. What this means i s t hat
b ecause I ow a a l l ow s b z n g o , Indians can run bingo but can
ignore Iowa law regarding payout, stakes, qualifications of
operat o r s , e t ce t er a . That is what the Winnebagos are doing
in Iowa. Many states are concerned about this quirk in the
l aw. Nat i on a l l y , t he number of bingo parlors, card r o oms,
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