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public hearing. The committee reported the resolution as
i ndef i n i t e l y po s t p o ned . On May 8 of last year there was a
motion tn raise LR 57 notwithstanding the action of the
committee. That motion prevailed. I d o h a v e a ser i e s o f
amendments pending to the r esolu t i o n .

PRESIDENT: Senat o r Papp as , I r ec og n i z e you .
amendments apparently are yours. Go ahead.

SENATOR PAPPAS: Okay . Mr. President, colleagues, w e a r e
going to tr y to get as many amendments adopted on
retrocession to save the Legislature time so we can ge t t o a
final vote, hopefully, shortly after lunch. Retrocess ion i s
a complicated but necessary step for the Winnebago Tribe of
Nebraska. Basically, retrocession means to give back to the
federal government the responsibilities foisted i n t h e
N ebraska Winnebago T r i b e i n 1953 . Wh a t d oe s L R 57 mean t o
this Legislature? First, it means putting the Winnebago
Tribe on equal footing with the hundreds of thousands of
other American In dians in the United States. Most
reservations have tribal courts and the Omaha reservation
here i n Neb r as k a h as h ad r et r oce s s i o n f or o ve r a d eca d e .
Second, it means the Winnebago Tribe has the authority and
t he ab i l i t y t o de al wi t h their people. There are problems,
f or exa mple , l i ke al coho l i s m , p o v e r t y , which n e e d t o b e
addressed and wh ic h a r e c ur r e n t l y being ignored. Third, it
means the money which the Legislature sends to the county
for law enforcements, mainly the s tate , w i l l be p r ov i d e d b y
the federal government, w hich m a ke s mo r e se n s e , federa l
dollars providing for servi ces w he n I n d i an s p a y federal
taxes. They do not pay state taxes or the property taxes in
Thurs to n C o u n t y . Th er e ar e representatives from the Federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs out behind the glass if anybody has
any que s t i o n s . The r e ha s be en a handout distributed to you
trying to explain the r etroces ion and what it i s i n t he
ensuing amendments that we have . On p age 3 02 of you r
Journal is the retrocession. ..one of the amendments we have
on retrocession which basically has been worked o ut ove r a
series of compromises made with a lot of people and a l o t o f
time in on this that strikes the civil retrocession and just
leaves criminal retrocession and under what conditions.
There was another small amendment introduced by Senator
Hoagland and I w h i c h w i l l b e addressed also. I think there
is probably a few people that would like to talk o n th i s
i ssue be si d e s me , so to save a little bit of time, if
anybody else has lights on, we can go t h er e .

These

7647


