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PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I ' m merely saying again, I s upport go i n g
back to the old way. I'm not afraid of change. W hat I a m
afraid of is the dictatorship in the Legislature where the
Executive Board gets together and says, let's have the Rules
Committee do a study that under t h e ru l e s s hould h a v e
properly come before the Committee on Committees. T h ank
you, Mr. P re s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: The Ch air recognizes Senator V ickers . Sen a t o r
Beutler is next.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, bec a u se t h e re h a s
been some discussion relating to the subject of agriculture,
relating to the amount of influence that we should give that
particular industry with our committee structure, let me
remind you that we have got a committee of Banking, Commerce
a nd I n s u r a n ce . We ' v e a lso g ot a Bu si ne ss and L a b o r
Committee . No w , i f you r eal l y c a n t h i nk o f a de f i ni t i ona l
difference between business and commerce, I'd be interested
in what it might be, so there is some overlap there. But I
would like to tell you that if we are i nterested in
promoting business in this state, if we want to, t o u s e a
b uzz wor d t h at ev er y b od y w a n t s to use this year, economic
development, maybe we' re not doing my industry a favor b y
having an Agriculture Committee. I have f i n al l y com e t o t he
conclusion that...and I d o n ' t mean this probably the way
some folks are going to take it, but I h a v e f i n al l y co m e t o
the conclusion that agriculture is not a way of life.
Agriculture is a bustiness. I would suggest that maybe we' d
be more important, we'd gave it more importance if we'd say,
you kn o w , we ' re go i n g t o h ave a C o mmerce an d Business
Committee someplace, if you want t o talk about t h e
importance of agriculture, and put agriculture in there. I
h ave qui t t e l l i ng p e o p l e that I'm a farmer or a rancher.
Firs t o f a l l , I ' m an entrepreneur . We t en d t o l ove
entrepreneurs in this country unless they' re a f a r mer o r a
r ancher an d t h e n w e s a y , when they get in trouble hey were
poor man a gers . Second l y , I 'm a b u s i n e s sman, pu r e and
simple. Next t ime I go to a cocktail party and somebody
asks me what I do I'm going to tell them I'm a businessman
and let them figure out what kind o f business I'm in,
whether I'm selling overshoes or cows. I think we put too
mu~h emphasis on the fact t hat ag r i cu l t ur e i s something
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