January 16, 1986

My best proof of that argument is my reminiscences of
Vietnam. The game we played, the game played in the paper,
the absolute god of the Vietnam War was body count. Now it
didn't matter, it didn't matter that 15 of those bodies
laying there were children, that 18 were women, that 5 were
old men, and that maybe 4 even had ever held a gun, when
they were laying there they became 50 dead Communists. We
made body count everything. 1 almost see the same thing
happening with this magic of bill numbers. We've made
numbers of bills the god around which we have to rally all
our action. If you've got 10 bills and they've got 5 bills,
somehow we have to equalize it. I say deal with the
substance rather than the form. That Judiciary Committee,
that Public Health Committee where the major changes are
being made, they have functioned awfully good in the past
and I'm sure they will again. But I'm sure it takes a
little internal tampering rather than redoing the whole
system from the outside. So I think that until there is a
better case made, until there is a better case made maybe we
should stick with what we had, what has worked pretty good
and force a little internal restructuring.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Labedz. The speaking order
after Senator Labedz 1is Scofield, Schmit, Lundy, Warner,
Higgins, Vickers, Beutler and Haberman.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. I certainly
don't want to repeat what I said the other day on this
changing of the rules or restructuring. But I must say it
again, when I was Chairman of Constitutional Revision and
Recreation we had over 30 constitutional amendments. We
worked very hard and went through them very, very closely.
Now, remember, if they go to the individual subject
committee they may get one, or two, or three and advance all
three. Think of the time that is going to be spent on this
floor if each one of the 13 committees send out at least one
or two constitutional amendments because they will be
important subject matters to that committee. Our committee
constantly would keep in mind, when we went into Exec
Session, as to how many constitutional amendments we were
putting on the floor. We went through those that we thought
could be delayed a couple of years. We took the most
important that we thought were important to the people of
the State of Nebraska and we would let out three or four.
If we send those constitutional revisions to each committee,
we may end up with 15, 20, maybe even 25 constitutional
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