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and discuss it. But I repeat, I'm not sur e b ut w h at a
restructuring avoids dealing with the real is s ue o r i ssu e s .
I ' l l u s e o n e more example . One of the things we are doing,
and I gu e ss I c an l i v e wi t h i t , i t i s n ot g oi ng t o b ot h er
me, I m a y not be ar ou n d p r ob a b l y , I ' l l be o ve r i n t he
Governor's mansion, of course. But anyway w e ar e t ak i ng
energy, we are taking energy legislation away from Banking,
C ommerce.. . J e r r y s a y s h e d o e sn ' t n e e d an assistant, my good
fr i end, Jer r y W a rner . ( Laughter . ) Ok a y. Let ' s . . . en e r g y
legislation. As everybody knows energy was one o f th e h o t
issues, one of the hot issues. Banking , Co mmerce and
Insurance Committee, with the cooperation and work o f t he
Legis l a t u r e , d ea l t wi t 1 : t he energy l e gi sl at i o n, I t h i nk
probably, as efficiently as any committee, yet we are moving
it away from there. P roof that we dealt w i t h i t , peop l e
like Senator Remmers, w ho opposed u s v i gor o u s l y , after
f i na l l y seei n g how i t was working became an active
participant in the things we were doing. The committee and
individuals received national awards from like Honeywell and
others for our handling of energy legislation. So i f t h e
work l o a d w as s o h e a v y , an d i f "we couldn't do it," then it
s hould h ave s h own up o n e n e r g y if anywhere. Yet that isn' t
where it showed up. We handled that pretty well. B u t we
are changing that in the restructure. I repeat again,and
no offense intended and no targets or s hots t a k e n a t an y o n e ,
are w e d e al i ng wi t h form o ver s ubstance through the
restructuring? Are we ducking the real issue? Is the real
issue that we need to make some adjustments in committees?
I n o t he r w o r d s w e nee d t o say , okay, if you have this many
bills how many are the heavy bills, how many are the weighty
bi l l s . For exam p le th er e i s one bill, appropriations bill,
that is going to t ake an incredible amount of time in
committee. Th ere is another bill, called the wild card
b i l l , o f wh i ch t h e B a n k i n g Commit t e e w . ' . I have t h r e e o r f o ur
this year, that take maybe one to two minutes in committee,
and that is giving them an exceptionally large amount of
time. What do they do? They simply annually update the
laws with respect to federal and state credit unions,
federal and state banks, federal and state savings and
loans . Fou r or f i v e bills there, total of four or f i ve
minutes, yet in our restructuring, in terms and n u mbers ,
these are counted the same as four or five appropriations
bills, four or five bills redoing government in Government
Committee. So I'm not sure number of bills, which we made
the god, we made the absolute god in redoing the committees,
I 'm no t sure that is where you should put your attention.
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