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I ment>oned the other day, it is going to take maybe a
chairman or a group of people in that committee w i l l i n g t o
dedicate themselves to saying, okay, these bills are
important enough that we should be directing our time to
these issues, and maybe letting some of the more frivolous,
minor l e g i sl at i ve i ssu e s go . That is a difficult thing to
d o because who i s g o i n g t o set the rules of the game, so to
speak, on what bills are important which ones are n o t . But
xn this particular case I think the committee has done a
pretty good job of addressing environment concerns and
balancing those out with agricultural concerns as we l l . As
I said the other day as well, we st i l l h ave a p r ob l e m i n t h e
referencing of bills and the politics that goes along with
referencing of bills and I don' t t h i n k , under any committee
structure, you are going to be able to change that. There
are s t i l l goi ng t o b e b i l l s t h at p eop l e wi l l want t o h av e i n
their particular committees a s opposed t o so meone e l se ' s
committee. I don't sit on the Referencing Committee or the
Executive Board, so I'm not cr i t i c i z i ng t ho s e p e o p l e , b ut I
think it is a natural feeling or intuition to say let me
keep t h i s b i l l , i t ' s i mp o r t a nt t o me , and do t h e ve r y b est
to get xt over xnto my committee. A good example of things
t hat h a v e bee n ha p p e n i n g , we' ve had referencing fights on
thxs floor. As Chairman of the Ag and Environment Committee
there is a sort of a quasi, u ndef i ned a r e a a s f ar a s wh e re
environment issues belong, where water issues belong. Since
I ' ve been c h a i r man I g u e s s I felt somewhat like the bad guy
i n t h i s who l e t h i ng b ecau s e I ' v e h a d to take battles out
here o n t he f l oo r o n wh e r e what I think are water quality
bills should be re ferenced. Maybe this new committee
structure will alleviate that, but I don't know if you can
honestly say that in every particular case, not just in the
area of the environment or water quality, that you are going
to see politics taken out of the referencing of particular
issues. So, Mr. President,with that I will conclude my
comments at this particular time and listen to the comments
of others. As I said, I t h i n k t h i s i ssu e i s s ign i f i ca n t
enough and important enough that this Legislature should
seriously give thxs matter a second look, maybe a little bit
more in depth consideration t han we gav e i t on a Monday
morning because, let's face it, it doesn't just impact the
chairmen of the c ommittees that are going to be eliminated
or changed. It is not going to impact just those people who
are going to see s ome of thei r pow e r ba se e n h a nced or
disintegrated. I think it is going to impact every one of
us in this body in some way,
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