January 16, 1986

1 mentioned the other day, it is going to take maybe a
chairman or a group of people in that committee willing to
dedicate themselves to saying, ckay, these bills are
important enough that we should be directing our time to
these issues, and maybe letting some of the more frivolous,
minor legislative issues go. That is a difficult thing to
do because who is going to set the rules of the game, so to
speak, on what bills are important which ones are not. But
in this particular case 1 think the committee has done a
pretty good job of addressing environment concerns and
balancing those out with agricultural concerns as well. As
I said the other day as well, we still have a problem in the
referencing of bills and the politics that goes along with
referencing of bills and I don't think, under any committee
structure, you are going to be able to change that. There
are still going to be bills that people will want to have in
their particular committees as opposed to someone else's
committee. I don't sit on the Referencing Committee or the
Executive Board, so I'm not criticizing those people, but I
think it is a natural feeling or intuition to say let me
keep this bill, it's important to me, and do the very best
to get it over into my committee. A good example of things
that have been happening, we've had referencing fights on
this floor. As Chairman of the Ag and Environment Committee
there is a sort of a quasi, undefined area as far as where
environment issues belong, where water issues belong. Since
1've been chairman I guess I felt somewhat like the bad guy
in this whole thing because I1've had to take battles out
here on the floor on where what I think are water quality
bills should be referenced. Maybe this new committee
structure will alleviate that, but I don't know if you can
honestly say that in every particular case, not just in the
area of the environment or water quality, that you are going
to see politics taken out of the referencing of particular
issues. So, Mr. President, with that ! will conclude my
comments at this particular time and listen to the comments
of others. As I said, I think this issue is significant
enough and important enough that this Legislature should
seriously give this matter a second look, maybe a little bit
more in depth consideration than we gave it on a Monday
morning because, let's face it, it doesn't just impact the
chairmen of the committees that are going to be eliminated
or changed. It is not going to impact just those people who
are going to see some of their power base enhanced or
disintegrated. I think it is going to impact every one of
us in this body in some way,...
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