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PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r J o hnson,
minutes. May we (gavel) have
Senator Johnson.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, members, I thank Senator
D eCamp for , f i r st of a l l , f i l i n g t h e m o t io n and, second o f
all , p r ov i d i n g me wi t h par t of his time. I don't know if
I ' l l n e e d a l l n i ne m i n u t e s , b u t I ce r t a i n l y wi l l t r y a nd u se
them as effectively as possible. I think during the course,
s ince M o nday w h e n we v o t e d t o adop t a new committee
structure and to this particular point, a number of u s h a v e
been discussing this committee change both in a positive
sense and m a ybe some of the negative or drawbacks t o t h e
committee structure change. Needless t o say , I wi l l be t he
first to a dmit that I am concerned, from a p a r o ch ia l
interest, as a chairman of a committee that wil l l o se I
think a significant portion of the committee, that being the
environment portion of the Ag and Environment Committee.
However, I look beyond that to other struc t u r e s . I ' v e h ad a
n umber o f se n a t o r s wh o h a v e come up to me, since we voted on
the committee structure change, and indicate that they have
some concern s as f a r as how committee assignments wil l be
changed because certain members who have got a structure set
u p tod ay , w h er e t h e y ca n serve on committees that they have
a great deal of interest in, may be realigned in a way that
t hey c anno t se r v e o n t h os e c-~ittees in the future. I have
talked with Senator Moreh. ~d a t gr e at length during the
course of the last couple o f day s . I t ' s been both l i v e l y
and I think serious debate about the change and how it will
impact Nebraska and the Unicameral . Cl e ar l y , t hi s i s a n
i nte r na l po l i t i ca l t h i ng inside the L egislature. I t i s
something that I think deserves a second look. I think that
Senator Mo r e h ead and t hose who p u s h e d for the committee
structure change recognised that, after the vote on that
issue, that there was going to be, somewhere down the line,
a motion filed to reconsider this whole reevaluation or
change in the c ommittee structure. I t h ink, i n my o w n
particular case, that I can live under either system because
I have tried to work in areas both in agriculture and my
concern also with the environment. If that would be changed
over to the Natural Resources Committee, w hich some ha v e
indicated that is where environment i ssues w i l l end up , I
suppose if I really wanted it bad enough I could put myself
on that committee or try to be on that committee i n t h e
future. B u t the b alance t ha t we h ave currently in the
Agriculture and Environment Committee, I t h i nk , i s a goo d
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