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system. It deals principally with associate county judges.
Associate county jud ges t hrough t he ye ar s h ave b e e n
nonlawyers appointed by the county judge that can operate
for the county judge under certain circumstances. This b i l l
changes the t itle of associate county judge to c l er k
magistrate, allows the clerk magistrate to se rve s eve r a l
counties instead of ju st one, thereby per'forming more
efficiently because he or she has more territory to cover,
provide also that the clerk magistrate will be appointed by
the Supreme Court to provide unifo r mi t y , and ge ne r a l l y
shaves back the authorities that individuals serving i n t h i s
nonlawyer c ap a c i t y hav e . The committee considered and
adopted a number of amendments, a s I i nd i c a t ed , pr i n ci p a l l y
to restrict the authority, to narrow down their authority
over ci v i l a nd c r i mi n a l ca s e s as much as possible consistent
with the efficient administration of justice. The committee
is recommending to this body an amendment on a different
matter, somewhat different matter, an amendment t hat wou l d
a l low c as e s i n v o l v i n g pa r en t a l right terminations to be
appealed directly to the Supreme Court from the county court
on an exped i t ed app ea l . This am endment was also
noncontrover s i a l , wa s adopted , I b el i e ve , unanimously ,
originally unanimously in the committee. So the committee
amendments then do two things. T hey amend LB 529 t o s ha r p e n
i t u p a l i t t l e b i t an d t h ey a d d t hi s pr ov i s i o n a l l ow i n g a n
appeal directly from the county court to the Supreme Cour t
rn parental termination cases and provide that those kinds
of cases should be expedited. Again , t h i s i s a b i l l t h at i s
important in terms of bringing up to date the duties and the
functions ot associate county judges hereafter to be called
clerk magistrates. Since the major court reform effort in
the early '70s, this is kind of a cleanup doing some of the
remaining things that need to be done from that court reform
measure in the early '70s, and I wo u l d b e h a pp y t o ans w er
questions anyone might have about the committee amendments
or about the bill. T hank you , Mr . S p e ake r .

S PEAKER N I CH OL :
amendments.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It doesn't look
to me like there is anybody in the Legislature, and I am
wondering if anybody else has looked at this like have.
Senator Hoagland, would you be good enough to explain to me,
i n t h e o r i g i n a l b i l l on p age 2 , l i ne 9 , i t s a y s , "Clerk
magistrates shall be appointed by t he c o u n t y j ud g e , o r
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