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you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lamb, then Senator Marsh, please.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President and members, I 'm no t c o mp l e t e ly
sure what all this a mendment does. I gu e s s I h av e an
uncomfortable feeling when we have a major c o n t r o v e r s y s u c h
as this, then we come in with an amendment which we' ve no t
had time to study and I would want to emphasize that this is
not a compromise amendment. There ha s bee n n o ag r ee ment
between the two sides on this. This is an offering by the
proponents of the bill, it is not an offering or any sort of
a compromise which includes people that are opposing this
bill. I would address part of the amendment which says down
towards the bottom of the first paragraph that any provision
to arbitrate in a written contract must be entered into
voluntarily. Now t h at's what the proponents of the b i l l
h ave been co r r ect l y say i n g o n t hi s b i l l b ef o r e l un ch , but
just exactly what does that mean, v ol un t ar i l y? We h ave
school districts across the state and the problem i s one
school district decides to submit t o b i n di ng ar b i t r at i on .
You have one school district t hat d o e sn ' t . Th en you h ave
tremendous pressure on all the other school districts in the
area to submit to that voluntary arbitration. So, yeah,
i t ' s v o l u nt a r y i n tne first instance but it's not g o i n g t o
be voluntary for long. There i s go i ng t o b e tremendous
pressures placed on subdivisions of government on other
people who have an interest in bargaining in t hi s manner .
So when one unit accepts binding arbitration, t hen t h e ot h er
units of government in t h e ar ea a r e go i ng to be almost
forced to do it because o f t h e p r e ssu r e s exe r t ed . And so
t hen onc e t h a t do es h a p p e n , what happens t. the autonomy of
the local board? It disappears, be"ause under this bill
they can say at any time, any g r o u p , ei t h e r s i de c an say we
want to =ake i to b in ding arbitration and there is n oth i ng
t he o t h e r i de c an do . You can h av e a n ag r ee men t o n e d ay ,
the next day it is not an agreement just simply because one
small group decides that it goes to binding a rbitration,
take it to binding arbitration. It really takes it out of
the hands of the local people. It really is not, I think,
what this body wants to do. It is a bill that is a sleeper.
It's a bill t hat I t h i n k you wi l l l i ve t o regret if it is
adopted and t his am endment certainly is no so r t of a
compromise .
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