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S ENATOR PAPPAS: O k a y .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Ne l so n. Senator Withem is next, after

S ENATOR NELSON: Mr . S p e ake r , members of the body, I, too,
had great reservations about this bill and I know Senator
Withem did too. W e spent a lot of time o n th i s y e s t e r d a y .
I a l so h ad c once r n s a b o u t the 15 percent protecting the
public, what protection, the same questions that Senator
Hefne. h as r i gh t n ow . I could see that if we did n ot g o
ahead ~nd maybe allow thxs 15 per=ent, you m ust un d e r s t a n d
the cemetery associations are going from no control to
85 percent and that is quite an accomplishment. I wall have
to say though, to Senator Johnson, I think the question was
asked if this was equal to the cemeteries and to the funeral
homes. Pa rt of our problem zn t h i s who l e t h i ng i s the
funeral homes are now providing services that maybe the
cemeteries did and they are crossing lines and they are not
living by the same set of rules. But if you go to page 7,
item number 3, the first 35 percent of the retail sales of
the crypt, and then it is sold as a mausoleum and so on, all
goes to the cemetery. But I' ll guarantee you t hey ar e n o t
going to take a mausoleum or something after they' ve built
it on the cemetery and take off with i t , wh i ch cou l d ~ e t he
case o f a c aske t or a company going out of b usiness , t h e y
are no l on g er t h e r e . This is a bi l l to protect the
consumer. I know that there isa great deal of opposition
throughout the state by some of the funeral directors that
do want 100 percent instead of the 85 percent. My concern
was for the public. But I can also say to you, and i n
answer t o S e n a t o r H e fn e r , t hat 15 pe r ce n t , w e probabl y n e e d
to look at that as a sales commission. There will be no
sales made. I f we don' t h ave t h i s bi l l , I ' m su r e that
p re-need s a l e w i l l n ot be allowed in the State of Nebraska.
I , t o o , w a s c o n c e r ned a b ou t a n article. I have it in front
of me, a court case where this very thing that we are af r a i d
o f her e i n Ne b r a s k a h a ppened i n I owa. Th a t w a s my c oncern ,
but I believe that after spending a l ot o f t i me on t h i s bi l l
I want t o su p p o r t t h e b i l l . I have great reservations, but
we either support it or we do not have a bill. Thanks a
l ot .

S enator N e l s o n .

PRESIDENT: Sen at or Pappas, I ' l l r eco gni ze you for
mechanical amendment offering.
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