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money, and w e a re
think it makes us
anyth i ng . Th i s i s
w e are s u p posed t o

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Abboud, then Senator Higgins.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, col l e a gues , I t h i n k i t
accomplishes a lot. I thank what it does is it tells the
voters back in the district who is responsible for raising
their taxes and I think that is what government is all
about, accountability. T hey k n o w who i s re sp o n s i b l e for
what. When we increase the sales tax, we are the ones that
are responsible for it. When we increase the income tax, we
are the ones that are responsible for it. I t i s i n t e r e st i ng
t hat t h e r e x s one county that won't be affected by this
particular bill and that is L ancaste r C o u n t y . Lancaster
County's valuations are at 100 percent. It in n o way wi l l
affect Lancaster County but i t su r e as he ck will affect my
Douglas Count y ar e a , and the people that signed onto t h i s
bill from Douglas County have received a number of telephone
calls when the valuations came out. Now it is especially
timely because the valuations that we talked about during
the special session and last year are finally coming ou t
this week, and with it the property tax bills have gone up,
and I think that the voters, we owe it to the voters in this
district to at least provide clear accountability. I am
baffled why senators would oppos e t h i s b i l l when all it
seeks to accomplish xs to avoid confusion. I t r e d u c e s t he
c onfusion to the vot e r . It says who i ., responsible for
what. It pr ov>des clearaccountabxlxty from the v oter t o
the elected official. And there is not a whole heck of a
l o t t o t h ' s b i l l , I wi l l wi t h ag r ee wi t h Senator H a r r i s on
that particular amount. It doesn't cost any money b ut i t
does provide accountability and i t d oes an s wer a lot o f
questions to those residents back in Douglas County. I u r ge
the support of the bill.

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Sen at or Higgi ns , p l ea s e, t h en Senator

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr . P re si d e n t . I n l o oki n g a t
the committee statement, I see where the Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce w as i n favor of this, and yet they say i t doe s n ' t
affect Lancaster County. As far as it not accomplishing
anything, maybe Senator Harris would be good enough to tell

going to make ourselves look good. I
l ook ba d b eca u s e i t doesn't accomplish

not what we are he re for, it is not what
be do i ng . I opp os e t he bi l l .

P irsch .
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