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SPEAKER NICHOL: Back to the bill.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Senator Abooud's bill.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Sen a t o r Abboud, do you want to talk about
your b i l l a l i t t l e b i t ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, col l e agues , yea h, I wi l l
talk about the bill for a short time and then get on to
other l e gi s l at i on . L i k e I sa i d , I t h i nk i t i s a r e l at i v e l y
simple b i l l . I t i s a b i l l t h at a lot of people I think
would appreciate and those people being those from senators
that are from Douglas County.

SPEAKER NICHOL: T h e ca l l i s r aised .

SENATOR ABBOUD: We have had a good discussion I know up in
Douglas County about property taxes and the valuations going
up, and I don't mean in any way to cast any criticism
towards any of the local elec te d o f f i c i al s i n Dou g l as
County, and that was not my intent, and I hope that Senator
Remmers or Senator Harris did not interpret my comments in
such light. It is just that they were trying to comply with
what the Nebraska Legislature told them to comply with. It
i sn' t t he i r fault that the valuations had t o go u p t o an
equal basis. It was our responsibility and we are the ones
that have caused the situation. What I am trying to do is
just allow the flexibility of local government to e xis t .
This doe sn ' t put an y l i mi t at i on on a n y b o dy . Th er e i s
noth i n g i n t h i b i l l e x c ep t a c l a r i f i c a t i on l angu a g e to
aying when the va lu ation goes up t o 100 p er c e n t , t he
Legislature says that essentially we are not responsible for
additional revenue that is generated. We are telling them
t o go u p a n d t hen g o b a c k d o w n . Now it gets us off the hook
as far as us be ing responsible. I mean that i s what
government i s a ll abou t . Gove r nment is about lo cal
responsibility. Gov ernment is about an individual, a
c i t i z e n say i n g, wel l , my l oca l county commissioner, I agree
or I disagree with him, and I will keep him in office or
keep him out of office, the same as with a state legislator.
T hey vot e o n u s bec a u s e o f w h a t w e d o h e r e on the floor of
the Legislature and it just provides a clear line for the
people back in the counties to know what we are do i ng . I t
i s c l ar i f i cat i on l angu a g e and that is it. T hank y o u ,
M r. Pr e s i d e n t .
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