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def l a t i o n a r y pr o b l e m . I f you t h an k about it real carefully
a nd ana l y t i c al l y , r ec ogni z i ng t ha t wh e n v alua t i o n s d e c l i n e
as t h ey wi l l i n some o f our r u r a l cou nt i e s , t ha t t he n
c ompels t he po l x t zc a l subdivisions to d o the h ard t a sk
politically of increasing the mill levies to generate the
same amount of dollars. I am confioent that Senator Abboud
did not think that would be a n e asy t ask a nd, t h e r e f o r e ,
didn' t be l i e v e t h i s bill should work on the decrease side,
simply on the increase side, and that is how it does work.

SENATOR HARRIS: Th an k y o u ve r y much. I wou l d si mp l y say
t hat I t h i nk t h i s i s p r oba b l y a statement, we don't want to
have people increase their taxes but Senator Johnson just
expla i n e d t o us h ow t h e m i l l levy in certain cases would be
almost automatically or encouraged t o b e r ai sed , a n d i n
anoth- r case we are talking about trying to put some sort of
an intent or idea that they s houldn ' t b e r aised . I woul d
not support the amendmentsand I would think that we would
not spend our tame debating thzs for a long time because it
s imply doe s no t accom p l i sh anything. Those l evels of
government that need the money ar e goi n g t o i ncrease i t .
Those that have the problem of the deflation, then they are
g ox»g t o h a v e t n x» cr e s s < t he m I 1 1 l c v y «» d <ica l w i t h t he i r
lo<;al people a»d a»swer to the people through the election
process is all that is necessary. That is the system we
operate un d e r , t h e p eop l e s peak. Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Abboud, did you wish to speak about

SENATOR ABBOUD: Well, Mr. President,colleagues, I wasn' t
planning on speaking to the amendments but apparently there
is a lot of confusion gener..ced b y Senato r H a r r i s a n d w h i c h
I don ' t feel is justified with t he b i l l . I t h i nk Sena t o r
Johnson opened it u p quite well and Senator Withem's
statements were stated very well also. What the bill does,
i t i s a s i mp l e b i l l . Last year I got some telephone calls
from p eople sa y i ng why is the State Legislature increasing
my property taxes. Well, as you know, we don't deal with
property taxes. The S tate Legislature deals only with t he
income and the sales and a few other miscellaneous taxes but
we got out of the property tax business a d e c ade a<go. And
so what I d i d was I trzed to figure out how the y c ou l d
possibly construe the Le gislature as increasing their
property taxes. Wel l, what I found was back in 1 979 t h e
Legislature amended Nebraska Revised Statute 7 7-201 . W h a t

the amendments?
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