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S PEAKER NICHOL: Y o u h a v e t w o and a half minutes.

SENATOR VICKERS: Was I next then, too, Mr. Speaker? My
l i gh t i s o n . Am I nex t as we l l ?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Continue on.

SENATOR VICKERS: The. . . t h an k y ou . Mr. Pr e s i d e n t and
members, the one thing that you need to understand is that
the amendments that Senator Johnson and I are offering to
you are g o i n g a n o t h e r st e p further than the original intent
of the bill. As I understand the o ri g i n a l i n t en t o f t he
b i l l w a s t o pu t i n t o p l ace mechanisms that would give us on
the state level, through the State Fire Marshal's Office and
the Department of Economic . . . o r o f DEC, of Environmental
Control, the means to register, to know whe r e un d e r g r o und
storage t an ks a re at and to monitor them for commercial
t anks . My conce r n was that it rea lly doesn' t m ak e an y
difference once you get gasoline or s ome othe r h aza r d o u s
substance in the aqui ~er,what size of a tank it came from
or what type of an operation that it came from. And I know
that there are a lot of...a number of farm tanks, a number
of i n d i v i d u a l s w h o hav e g as o l i n e, d i e s el f ue l and so f o r t h
b urie d i n u nde r gr o u n d tanks. No w, I thought i t wa s
important that we have some mechanism to recognize t hat .
N ow, t h at i s ab ov e and b eyo n d the sc ope of EPA or t he
i nten t i o n o f t h i s o r i g i n a l b i l l , but t h e Ag r i cu l t u r e
Committee agreed that, yes, it was important because of the
interest that we have i n t h i s b o dy and i n t h i s state o n t h e
issue of water quality. You know those of us that live on
t he f ar ms and r an ch es drink that wa ter, t oo . We a r e
affected by it sometimes much worse and quicker than a lot
of the other folks are. So the amendment that we of f e r t o
you sets up a mechanism t ha t wi l l a l l ow t he St at e Fire
Marshal's Office and the Department of Environmental Control
the ability to know where storage tanks are at regardless of
whether they are commercial tanks or farm operator's tanks
or individual tanks, but we do it in a mechanism that the
individual tanks only have to have a one-time registration
fee if only $5. That registration f ee i s go o d un t i l t h ey
are otified that that tank has been abandoned. There i s no
requirements in regard to the monitoring as it is for the
commercial tanks so that there is some mechanism to measure
periodically. That r equirement is not t here . The r e i s a
requirement that would require the distributors of fuel, the
people wh o f i l l t h ese t ank s up, t o on c e a ye ar t o send a
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