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SPEAKER NICHOL: The bill is advanced. L B 2 1 7 .

CLERK: Mr. President, 217 was a bill introduced by Senators
b eutle r a n d L a nd i s . (Title read.) The bill was originally
r ead on Jan u ar y 1 5 o f last year. It was referred t o t h e
Agriculture and Environment Committee for hearing. T he bi l l
w as advanced t o G e n e r a l F i le . I d o h ave Agr i cu l t u r e a n d
Environment Committee amendments pending.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r R o d J o h nson .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, members, I t h i nk t h i s i s
one of the more significant water quality bills that this
body will address during the coming year and it sets up a
Petroleum Products and Hazardous S u b s t a nce S to r age and
Handling Act introduced by both Senator Beutler and Senator
L andis . The p ur p os e of t he b i l l i s t o p r ov i d e for
registration, inspection of underground fuel storage tanks
and c o n ta i n e r s . The bill itself provides t hat p e r so n s
owning tanks or containers need to secure a permit from the
State Fire Marshal to license these containers and to place
the funds that are collected from a fee that will be
collected into a Hazardous Substance Storage and Handling
Fund t h at wi l l b e administered by the Department of
Environmental Control. Right now i t i s e st i mat e d there
might be as many as 35,000 t a n k s o r st o r age facil ties,
underground storage facilities in this state and I think the
Fire Marshal's Office and the Department of Environmental
Control are deeply concerned with the potential disaster or
contamination of ground water if we' re not r egula t i n g a n d
finding out exactly where these tanks are located, what is
stored in those tanks and in case a d i sa s t e r h a p p ens , w h a t
plans could be set up to clean up the underground water, if
in fact, that is what has been contaminated. I f i t i s f ound
that a tank has contaminated the ground water or the ground
soil, the owner of that tank will be held responsible
financially. If a point source is not located, then DEC
wil l c om e i n and d o their best to try and pay for the
cleanup. Now, during the course of the year after the most
r ecent s e s s i o n , m y staff and a variety of people including
Senator Beutler's staff, Senator Vickers' staff, the Fire
M arsha l ' s Of f i c e , DE C , a variety of people have been working
o n th i s b i l l t o t r y and c l e an i t up and m a k e i t a s g ood a s
p ossib l e . I n do i ng so we h av e d eci d e d t o r eplace t h e
committee amendments t hat wer e pu t o n the bill with
alternative amendments that I think are being printed right
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