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LB 676, and a s I r eca l l , and I c o u l d b e w r ong , bu t I be l i eve
it is still in committee. But more so than that, I don' t
think that this is germane to the bill itself. It doesn' t
hardly matter whether it is in the same section, but I don' t
t hink, and I would hate t o see t h i s b i l l goo f up the
i nsurance b i l l ab ou t whi ch you are talking so I would ask
for a ruling on germaneness.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Mar sh , do y o u hav e a comm ent on
germaneness?

SENATOR MARSH: Yes , thank yo u fo r ask i n g . Rule 7 ,
Section 3 ( d ) o f our r ul es d e f i nes a nongermane amendment as
one that relates to a substantially different subject or
accompli she s a sub st an t i a l l y d ifferent purpose. This
amendment does neither of those things. Both t he b i l l an d
the amendment deal with health insurance. Both a m end
articles in Chapter 44 of our statutes. Both the bill and
t he amendment dea l wi t h t he f i nan c i a l we l l - be i n g o f hea l t h
i nsurance companies . The bill does thxs b y s t r e ng t hen i n g
and clarifying the provisions dealing with the Nebraska Life
a nd H e a l th I n su r an c e Guaranty As sociation Act . Th e
amendment does this by opening an additional way for health
insurance companies to save money. D id you hear that? The
amendment does this by opening an additional way for health
insurance companies to save money, that is, by d irec t l y
reimbursing a more economical provider. Both th e b i l l and
the amendment aim to avoid misinforming consumers. The b i l l
does this by pr oviding t hat c . ve r a g e by t he G u a r a n t y
Association not be advertised by member i nsur e r s . Th e
amendment does this by providing for direct reimbursement
which wi l l l e ad t o d i r ect b i l l i ng wh i ch wi l l t e l l the
consumer who does anesthesia and what the true cost of it
is. T o summarize, Mr. President, both the bill and the
amendment relate to the financial condition of h ea l t h
i nsurance c ompani e s . Both will accomplish the purpose of
keeping the consumer from b eing m i s i n f o r med . Nei t h er t he
subject nor the purpose of the amendment is substantially
different from that of the bill, therefore, the amendment is
germane.

PRESIDENT: Sen ator Barrett, do you w ant to comment on
germaneness?

SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you , Mr . Pr es i d e n t , members of the
Legislature. Yes, I would simply r ase t o supp o r t S e n a t o r
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