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present global concept, all over the world, to claims made
by Nebraska p o l i cy h o l d e r s . T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

P RESIDENT: A ny di scu s s i o n ? Oh, that is right, you have
amendments, Mr. Clerk. Go ahead.

CLERK: Mr. President, I have several amendments. The first
is by Senato r Chambers.

P RESIDENT: S e n a to r Cha mbers , we ar e re a d y t o t ake up an
amendment to one of your bills, if you would care to come
i n . We wi l l move on . We wil l h o l d Sen at o r Ch a mber s
amendments.

CLERK: Mr. President, I also h ave one f r om Senato r Var d
Johnson who is excused until h e a rr i v e s . Sen a t o r Marsh
would move to amend, Mr. President. (Marsh amendment is
f ound on p ag e 1 394 o f t he Legislative Journal for the First
S ession . )

PRESIDENT: Let ' s t ake up the Marsh amendment. Se nator
Marsh.

S ENATOR MARSH: Th a n k y o u , Mr. President. This amendment
w ould a l l o w cer t i f i ed r eg i st e r e d nurse anesthetists to be
directly reimbursed fo r th eir s ervice s by i nsu r an c e
companies. Ce rtified registered nurse anesthetists are
important to our state. Rural Neb r as k a i s se r ved
exclusively by nurse anesthetists while the larger cities
a re se r ved b y b ot h , nurse an esthetists and M.D.
anesthesiolcgists. De partment of Health statistics show
that in 1983 nurse anesthetists provided the anesthesia care
for 67 percent of surgical procedures in N ebraska. Pl ea s e
note that nurse anesthetists provide the majority of
anesthesi a ca r e i n Neb r a sk a . For t h e n at i on , nur se
anesthetists provide the anesthesia care for slightly more
than 50 percent but in Nebraska it is 67 percent . Her e i s
some more background . Nationally in 1983, the median annual
earnings of nurse anesthetists was approximately $27,750
compared with anesrhesiologists whose net median income was
$110,00 0 a s r epo r t ed by t h e Health Care Financing
Admxnistratzon. Nurse anesthetists practice i n t h r e e w a y s ,
fxrst, as a hospital employee, second, as a ph ys i c i an
employee, or, third, as self-employed professionals billing
directly where direct reimbursement is possible, and
contracting with hospitals where it is not possible. The
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