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North, the Emancipation Proclamation offered to let those
southern states that had slavery, dropped out o f th e C i v i l
War and joined the Union again to keep slavery , bu t a n yway
my point is that he is right. What we see in history or
what we see as a particular motive for a particular thing
may indeed not be the reality. Today, o f cour s e , t he
Emancipation Proclamation is viewed as the great thing to
free the slaves. At the time of the Civil War it was simply
a war device to attempt to divide the South and gain some
addit i o na l sol di e r s . Th e real issue Lincoln made f rom
beginning to end was preservation of t he U n i o n a n d , of
course, the issue of slavery was one of t h e t h i n g s d i v i d i ng
t he Uni on . The r ea l i ssu e i n t h i s l e gi s l at i on i s not Ma r t i n
Luther King. I never pretended it was. I told you from the
beginning what my real issue, my real motives and I think
what the motives of the bankers were. The real motives have
nothing to do with whether Martin L uther K i n g da y s h ou l d o r
should not be a holiday, whether Martin Luther King was or
was not a great man. The issue is simply from an economic
standpoint whether in conjunction with state law and federal
law you should have the flexibility for banks to remain open
or closed on this particular day and o n l y by passi ng
legislation can you clear that question u p an d r em o v e
potential liability and guarantee that result. I also made
it very clear and I make no secret of it, I think we have
t oo many ho l i d a y s . I t h i nk we h ave gone on a h o l i d a y b i n g e
the last ten or fifteen years, particularly in Nebraska, and
I support completely, or at least I think I w ill, Senator
Hefner's and other's attempts to clear up the question and
maybe reduce t he nu mber of holidays. At this p articular
point, the only purpose I have i n t h e l egi s l at i on i s to
clear up the issue of potential liability on one particular
day as a result of federal action on Martin Luther King day.

PRESIDENT: T he motion is the adoption of the D e Camp
amendment. All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote nay.
You are vo t i ng on t h e DeCamp amendment to L B 825. Pl ea s e
record yo ur vot e on t h e DeCamp amendment to L B 825. Hav e
you all voted? The Clerk will record.

CLERK: 2 7 aye s , 0 nay s , Mr. President, on adoption of
Senator DeCamp's amendment.

PRESIDENT: The amendment is adopted. The Chai r w o u l d l i k e
to say th at we apologize f o r not reme mber i n g the
recommendation by Senator Higgins to introduce former
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