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PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: T h ank you, Mr. President. I w o u l d a g r e e
with Senator DeCamp's motion or amendment to LB 825. As I
l ook a t t h e h ol i d ay s , I t h i n k so me o f them...I think maybe
the better time to address this i s wnen Se n a t o r H e f n e r' s
bill comes up, but on Arbor Day, and I s a y t h i s wi t h a l l due
respect to Senator Carsten, who institutea it, I don't know
a lot of people that go out and plant trees. I t h i n k t ha t
the greatest joke of all is Labor Day. That is a day that
we are supposed to salute labor and yet that is the day that
every merchant in Omaha, I can't speak ' or Lincoln, I am not
down here then, but that is the day that every merchant
makes money by advertising, w e are ope n L a bo r D a y . I don ' t
see any salute to labor on that day, although I would not
want to do away with it. But I would vote for Senator
DeCamp's amendment now and at a later time take up Senator
H efner ' s i de a . Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and mem bers of the
Legislature, this talk of holidays o pens the way t o d i sc u s s
any issue relevant to holidays and the people to be honored.
And I think racism is a very serious issue in this country
despite that letter. One of the holidays I would like to
see s t r i ck e n i s t hat ca l l ed President ' s D ay , bec a use when
you have presidents who acknowledge property in human beings
and, a s I sa y , p r oduc e i l l eg i t i mat e chi l d r en , t he r e
certainly should not be a holiday set aside to h onor t h e m
even if in the process you are trying to honor other people.
In the same way that I w as opposed t o Re ag a n g o i n g to
Bitburg where there are members o f th e S S bu r i e d, b e c a use
there is no way you can remove their taint, the taint caused
t o t he p r e si d en c y by Thomas J e f f e r s on , wh o was a
slaveholder, de spite saying in that De claration of
Independence, all men are created equal , e n dowed b y t h ei r
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among these are
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and to
secure these rights governments are instituted among men,
while he was writing that, he had slaves who built a fire to
create enough light so he could see. George Washington, the
Father of his country and the Father probably of all black
people in this country named Washington b ecause he w a s a
slaveholder a nd p r od uced i l l e g i t i m a te chi l d r e n too.
President Rutherford B. Hayes, the same hing. And then we
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