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debate on a subject that really w e can d o no t h i n g ab o u t
except to express an opinion at a time when we have so many
b i l l , p en d zn q be f or e u s w h i c h d o matter to this state and
which can make a difference and which we need to spend time
o n. I t h i n k i t i s r i d i cu l o u s t o h a v e a r esolu t i o n o n t h i s
subject and to go through a full blown debate, b ut I w o u l d
be glad to do that. T he reason it w as done i s b eca u s e I
think you have the same kind of experience that I have from
time to time. When Senator Chambers, and not necessarily
Senator C h ambers but othe rs on this floo r, m ake
controversial remarks on one subject or another, invariably
I have constituents calling me and say i ng , w e l l , w h y d i d n ' t
you say something about that? And in this case my reply
was, well, we weren't talking about that. Senator Chambers
was illustratzng a point. But what actually happens on the
floor of the Legislature and what becomes an issue in the
press may well be two completely different things and
Senaror Chambers' statements were an issue in my district
and I felt, as I have felt from time to time before,a need
to state my position and to r espond. A coup l e o f sen a t o r s
that I talked to felt the same need and so I a f f or de d
everyone the opportunity to sign the letter. The l e t t e r
would hav e be e n s e n t b y me a lone h a d n o b od y e l se si gn e d .
That is the context of the open letter to the public. To
suggest , a s S e n a to r Cham bers h a s suggested, that it admits
everything not mentioned i s p ure l y i l l ogi c a l , pur e l y
i l l o g i c a l , be cau s e t h e l e t t er ma k e s specific points. It
makes the point about aiding and a betting murderers. I t
makes the point about supporting indiscriminate terrorism.
I r e j e c t , a s I hop e you reject, indiscriminate terrorism
whether it is used as an instrument of American foreign
p ol i c y o r wh et he r i t i s u sed as an instrument of Libyan
fore i gn p ol i cy . I am not sure that I need to go further.
But I want you to know that I f i r m ly be l i eve i t wa s t he
right thang to do and I stand by it.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Question .

PRESIDENT: T he r e ar e ot he r s t o speak.

SENATOR DECAMP: Ye s , but a r e t hey speak ing o n Kh a d af y o r
whatever else is irrelevant here today?

PRESIDENT: I do see five. ..do I see five hands to call the
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