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addition to these nine specific holidays, then the employees
could select two additional holidays per year with the
agreement of his or her immediate supervisor. So that means
that if they feel that the Martin Luther K i n g h o l i d ay i s
important enough, they could choose that as a ho l i d a y t oo .
So we will see what the employees want. This bill wil l
e liminate the control o f the federal law an d the
p roclamation over the s tate's paid holidays which is
presently the case. S o I think right now w e are opera t i n g
under two premises. First, we are observing all the federal
holidays, and besides that we are also having some holidays
of our own and I don't think we can have it both ways. I
think st has either got to be either/or, a nd thi s wou l d
limit the Governor's authority to add additional days
t o . . . i t wou l d a l so al l ow h i m t o add additional days to
emergency situations. A paid holiday in Nebraska costs us a
million bucks. It costs us a million dollars and I am
saying to this body, let's take that million dollars and add
it to the wages of our employees. I have talked to some
state employees and they said,we can't eat the fringe
benefits, we need more base salary , w e n ee d an i nc r ea s e i n
our wages. If we take an extra holiday, instead of earning
money, we spend money and we need more b ase salary . Th i s i s
one of the reasons why I introduced this bill. I am go i n g
to r e f r a i n f r om v o t i n g o n t h i s b i l l bec a u s e I f ee l t h at i f I
v ote f o r i t , wh y I wi l l say that I believe that we should
have the Martin Luther King holiday and I d on' t a g r e e w i t h
t hat. I j ust wa nted to give y o u this informatxon this
m orning .

PRESIDENT: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEU T LER: M r. Speaker a nd memb e r s o f t he
Legis l a t u r e , I wou l d l i ke t o be i r r e l eva n t f o r a moment, but
it appears that it becomes necessary to be so. I want to
talk about Khadafy and the letter that was drafted. I did
d raft the letter. I ha ve no regrets about drafting the
letter. I have no regrets about circulating the letter. I
think it was the right thing to do and I w o u l d d o i t aga i n .
The reason that I chose an open letter to the pu blic to be
signed by senators was basically because I d i d n ' t want a
debate on the floor of the Legislature on a subject that is
not before us. Se nator Chambers made the remarks as a way
of illustrating a point in the debate on the code of
conduct. It did not seem appropriate to me to reinstitute
on the floor of the Legislature a debate, a full blown
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