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p ubli c h e a r i n g ?

SENATOR DECAMP: Well, in fact, we ar e g o i n g t o hol d a
publi c h e a r i n g wi t ho u t t he bi l l p h ysi ca l l y b eing p r e sen t .
It is an informational hearing. I guess I d o n ' t ne c e ssar i l y
bel i ev e i n such t h i n gs b ut t hat has been kind o f the
compromise suggested and I have acceded to it. The balance
of the story is we would then begin processing the bill here
this morning and try to get it advanced to Select File, I
believe, yet today and then have i t r ea d y f o r F i n a l Rea d i n g
on F r i d a y . The r e ason this was suggested, I think Pat
O 'Donnel l , the Clerk, suggested and made it pretty clear
that if you were going to do it, you had to do it today
because I t hink Friday, Friday would be the p ractical
deadline if you were going to have this in effect with the
emergency c l au s e be f or e January 20th. I th ink t hat i s
essentially correct.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, Senator DeCamp, whereas the letter
from the banking people said that they don't care anything
about memorializing Martin Luther King's birthday one way or
the other, maybe there are citizens and people on the floor
of this Legislature who feel that it was a mistake to make
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s b i r t h da y a n at i on al hol i day
b ecause t h e r e ar e p eo p l e w h o hold very negative attitudes
t oward b l a c k p eop l e i n t hi s country despite comments that
would suggest the contrary in a letter circulated and signed
by about 29 members of this body yesterday. So wouldn't it
b e a t r a v e s t y t o hav e a b i l l t h at t he Leg i s l at u r e i s act ing
on, then convene a hearing when the hearing is t o se rve n o
p urpose i f t he pub l i c i s i nv i t ed t o com e and express t h e i r
v iew an d t he y ar e opp o s ed to this? Why are you going to
have a forum which gives the indication that t hei r v i ew i s
going to be taken into c onsideration when, i n r e a l i t y , n o
matter what they say, t he L e g i s l at u r e i s go i ng t o ac t a
certain way or is go ing to try to act a c e r t a i n way ? Does
that seem to be kind of like a sham to you, that hearing?

SENATOR DECAMP: Well, Senator Chambers, I suggested we
simply proceed along and pass the bill, as I am attempting
to do. Se nator Beutler and some othe rs r e qu e s t e d t hat a t
least we hold an informational hearing in case there was any
information that needed to be brought in or anybody wanted
t o express an o p i n i o n an d h e asked m e i f I wou l d b e wi l l i ng
to do that and I said I cert a i n l y w o u l d. I f t h at is what
some people want, that will accommodate s ome people , I gue s s
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