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SENATOR ABBOND: And that' s what. you' re going to have to be
dec>dang he re wh en we do t ake up Senator DeCamp and Senato r
Pappas' s m o ti on later on ear ly retirement with f u I I
benefits. Do y ou want to discuss this issue deal in g w i t h
state employees where it's going to come out of our state
budget? Because I guarantee you, if we d o a d op t t h o se
particular amendments, you will have e arly retirement
amendments placed on this floor of the Legislature this year
and you will have to be deciding upon those i ssues . I c an
g uarantee i t . Becau s e o n c e zt's through for one group, it' s
going to be coming through for us and whet he r w e hav e t h e
money there or not for this year or in the f utu re , w e ' r e
going to have to pay for ' t . It is so analogous to the
situation the federal government is facing with S ocial
S ecur i t y w h e r e t hey ha v e h a d tremendous problems because of
t br i i u~1 i i t I 1v Inn b o no [ I I r . that t hoy have to pay out to
reczpzents and the whole idea of deficit appropriations.
They have sold down the future of our chi l d r e n b y c r e a t i ng
these deficits and we' ll be using the same approach with
this early retirement. So k e e p i n mi nd when we' re
discuss i n g Se na t o r John s o n ' s amendment and then i n t h e
future Senator DeCamp's and Senator Pappas's motion what
we' re talking about. They are completely opposite s ubjec t s .
They are not receiving the full benefits which they will
receive when t h e y ar e 65 . Thank you .

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Sen at or Vickers , p l ea s e, t h en Senator
Lynch.

SENATOR VICKERS: Nr. President, members, retirement is a
difficult issue to understand. I' ve only se r v e d o n t he
Retirement Committee now for I think three or four years and
I 'm no t sur e that I understand all of the ramifications of
issues pertaining to retirement system. But in the general
concept that I think that the issue i s before us that
Senator Johnson is attempting to amend is one that says, you
know, it is these people's money. I t ' s t hei r m o ney . Even
the employer's share that is deposited is deposited for them
and what the Retirement Systems Committee was attempting to
do with their amendment was to say to a state employee that
f or wh a t e v e r r ea s o n might wish to retire at 55 , t h at we
would a l l ow t h em t o do so with reduced benefits. Now
Senator Joh n so n i s saying, no, i t do esn't make any
difference that the benefits a re r e d uced . I t doesn' t make
any difference if you' re going to get a lot less money,
we' re no t goi n g to let you do it anyhow. I don ' t care i f
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