January 13, 1986

over 30 or more constitutional amendments in one session and
I understand last year we had 27. Now 27 constitutional
amendments split up between 13 committees, we might end up
with a great amount of constitutional amendment changes on
the ballot, and one of the things that we always tried to do
in exec session, we tried to take into consideration how
many constitutional amendments would be put on the ballot
for that upcoming election and 1 think it is detrimental to
any amendment if there is 10 or 15 constitutional changes
put on the ballot. We tried to keer them at a very low
amount. We had to wuse our priority system and we always
kept in mind that we already have three or four or maybe
even five constitutional amendments that would go before
this body and we did take that very strongly into
consideration before sending them to the floor of the
Legislature. So 1 am very skeptical about the
organizational change. 1 was not in on any of the meetings
but I do say that we are treading very, very, very much so
on the Committee of Agriculture and Constitutional Revision
and Recreation. Nobody has mentioned Recreation. That
covers a dgreat amount of people and bills that come into
that committee pertaining to hunting, fishing, whatever. I
thought it was a very important committee. I think we
should keep that and constitutional amendments together. We
have done the best we could on the amendments that were put
before us. Spreading them over the 13 committees you may
end up with a 1lot of constitutional amendments that
shouldn't actually be put on the ballot. We don't want to
confuse the people. Every time there is a whole bunch of
amendments, my phone starts ringing and they say what are we
going to do with all these constitutional amendments, I
don't understand them. We had a problem with
Initiative 300. The people had to go out and get the
signatures for that, but I will say one thing that the
constitutional amendments are very, very important to the
people of this state and we don't want to confuse them
because at that point if we put 10 or 15 on the ballot we
certainly will never get anything passed. Thank you.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I,
too, am concerned about this change in our rules in our
committee structure. I am very concerned about the
Agriculture and Environment issue. In this new proposal it
deletes environment from the Ag Committee and I feel that

7319



