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four to report to the floor simply because they feel that a
limit is necessary. I think that the mer its of
constitutional amendments should stand or f al l o n t h e i r ow n
and that the body is in a better position or certainly in as
good a position of screening the amendments and being sure
that not too m any are proposed i n an y one e l ec t i on . I
think...I know that this pa rticular proposal takes away
quite a bit of juri sdiction from the Judiciary Committee and
I know I ought to be conc rned about that because I am a
member of the Judiciary Committee but let me t el l you t h at
we need relief in the Judiciary Committee. We had 109 bills
last session and we had eight weeks o r 24 , r ea l l y 22 or
23 days once the day offs were taken i nt o a c c o u n t , 22 or
23 afternoons to hear all those b i l l s w hi c h m e an s t h at we
were schedu l i n g f ou r , f i ve , o r s i x b i l l s an af t e r noo n . We
were hav i n g t o i m p o s e t i m e l i mi t s on those bills. We would
frequently get to five-thirty or six in the day with two or
three bills yet to hear and that is just not a desirable
s i t u a t i o n . I t h i nk I w ould like t o see th e J udic i a r y
Committee either stay at three days with jurisdiction over
the most important issues involving the Judiciary and the
criminal laws or go to four days and it really doesn't make
a lot of difference but I know that right n ow we a re
over l o aded , t h at we need t o sp i l l som e o f ou r j u r i s d i c t i on
off to other committees so we will have more time to handle
t he i s s ue s an d c a n g i v e the issues more consideration. Now
finally in this debate, I would urge all of us to try a n d
set aside concerns about how our current assignments and our
current committees might be affected. We are all going to
have probabl y s i gn i f i can t l y different committee assignments
when the next Legislature c onvenes an y w ay . Rat h e r than
viewing this from the point of view of how this will affect
the kind of authority I have t o dea l wi t h l egi s l at i on r i ght
now, I would urge you to think in terms of what is best for
t he Le g i s l at u r e be gi nn i n g i n 1987 an d t he r ea f t er . And I
think that it has come time now after many, m any, many ye a r s
o f no t h av i n g ch a n g ed this committee structure a t al l t o
t ake a n e w c l e a n l ook b as e d on issues that are presented us
i n 1986 and adop t t he se thoughtful suggestions by t he
combined committees and b r i ng ab o u t t he se c hanges t ha t
frankly we really do need to make. So I w o u l d u r g e t h at a l l
of those here support these suggested amendments and I would
like to concede to Senator Beutler the rest of my time.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: M r . Sp e a k e r , members of the Legislature, I
Just wanted to make one quick point. You have hea r d t h e
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