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committee. I sh are with Senator Rod J ohnson hi s con c e r n
about what app e a rs t o b e a downgrading of the Committee on
Agriculture. I can tell you very honestly, having been that
committee's chairman for 12 years, that th... number of bills
t ha t h av e b e e n ass i gn e d t o Ag r i cu l t u r e ha ve co nt i nu a l l y
d ecreased f o r sev er al r e as o n s . Firs t o f a l l when I f i r s t
c ame h e r e t he r e wasn ' t any are a t hat wa s assigned t o
environment. I introduced a bill which cre ated the
Department of Environmental Contro l an d i n 197 1 that
responsibility was added to Agriculture. I n my op i n i o n , f o r
the same reasons given by Senator Rod Johnson, I d on ' t kno w
how many times on this fl oor then in the last dozen or
1 5 years I h a v e h e a r d p e o p l e stand up and say environment is
too important to be relegated to a narrow based committee
like Agriculture. Well, Rod, I fought them off year after
year, and I have to say that. But I was not successful in
withstanding the efforts of those who said water is also too
important. It c oncerns all of us. All o f u s ha v e a ve r y
v i t a l i n t e r es t i n t he qu al i t y and quantity of wa ter,
therefore, it should go to a committee that is not dominated
by agricultural persons. Now I'm a little paranoid, Senator
Rupp, and I think you can understand that. When I bec a me
chairman of Public Works the issue of water quality then
seemed t o b e mor e a l i gned wi t h e nv i r o n menta l i s su e s and
Senator J o h n son an d o t h e rs argued eloquently in that regard.
Last year some bills were a s s i g n e d t o Ag and Env i r o n ment
that had h~storzcally, for 27 years that I r esearched i t ,
b i ~ n , u ; . ; >on~ d t ~ PuL li e W n ik . I t 1. k in d o f l n t e i e s t l ng
that over the years we' ve been told on this floor the soil
and the water are public interest issues, broad interest,a
b road pr o s p e c ti ve i s r ep r es e n t ed on t h e Publi c Wor k s
Committee, therefore, that committee should hear t h ose
bills. So when the proposal was offered to send the water
contaminat ion b i l l s , underground wate r con t amxnatzon b i l l s
to Agriculture s o me of my good friends and c ol l e a g ues w h o
h ad hi s ~rascally not been strongly in support of agriculture
had their opportunity to strike a blow for agriculture and
take a little bit of a swipe at Senator Schmit at the same
time, and how could you better justify that vote in your own
conscience an d g o ba ck t o yo ur pe op l e and say wel l we d i d
what was r i gh t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: ' ne minu t e .

SENATOR SCHNIT: Interestingly,now we have a bill this year
which says we want to create just a single natural resource
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