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trying to elect the judges or cut the judges pay in half, or
to put ground water quality in the Constitution s o tha t w e
have that initiative process also going on. It is very much
within the realm of possibility, if we were to split up our
constitutional amendments among various committees here i n
our structure, that we could end up with two dozen or maybe
who knows even 30 or more constitutional amendments on the
ballot. I think there is a good rationale for h a"ing o n e
c lear >ng h o u se , o ne p l ac e w here a l l t.ha s e - hin g s o r i g i n a t e

because I think this is something that could get out of
h and. W e' v e al so d one some unscientific research on the
number of ballots on the issue, the number of proposals on
the ballot constitutional amendments and their likelihood in
passing or failing. It surprised me, it surprised all of us
to learn that the more issues there are on the ballot the
better likelihood that they will pass. Now don' t a s k m e t o
p sychoanalyze t h e v o t e r . I don't know if they get down to
that sheet that has constitutional amendments and i f t he r e
is a whole long sheet with 20 different proposals they tend
to all just vote for, more of them, I think a lot of people
just don't vote for any of them because they don't take the
time. Their attentionspan in that v oting booth i s s u ch
that they don't want to read all of those things.

in our s ystem, not coming in from 13 different directions

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time

SENATOR RUPP: Al so r emember t h e r e is a dange r i n these
things that we have, oh, Initiative 300 for example, a nd I ' m
not picking on that issue, but there wer e 1, 7 0 0 wo r d s i n
that initiative that were boi le d down t o a maximum of
50 words o r what ev e r t he l aw says t h e r e h as t o be on th e
ballot. We have very controversial, emotional and...

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

SENATOR RUPP: ...complex issuesr educed d o w n t o ) u st a f ew
words t h a t d on ' t really say what the issue contains. I' ll
) ust l e a v e i t wi t h t h i s , t h at i t i s ve r y d ang e r o u s , I t h i n k ,
in a constitutional amendment we have the mood sometimes on
this floor. I' ve heard it expressed as you a l l h av e , we l l
this is just to let the people decide . Th i s i s j u s t t o l e t
the people decide. What we are do i n g he r e again ha s n o
finality. Let' s just pass it on to them. I think i f w e
have that m ood co ming from 13 or 1 4 d i f f e r ent s tanding
committees we are goi ng to s ee a proliferation of
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