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people that serve on that Ag Committee, I t h i n k , ar e a wa r e
that we need to defend and work to protect the environment,
even though we may be in production agriculture ourselves,
but we may have con ce r n s f o r the agriculture and the
environment of ou r st ate. Since I h av e be en i n the
Legislature I have seen issues transform. C lear ly , wh e n I
was in here the fir t year, education was a very big topic.
It has since been sort of pushed aside a nd agr i c u l t u re a n d
the crisis affecting agriculture has come to the forefront.
I think the next issue, m a ybe in the latter part o f t h i s
decade, i . ' . clearly going t . n b e l i o w w e a r e go i ng t o address
the environment, water quality issues, soil erosion issues,
a ir q u a l i t y i ssue s . Tho se a re i ssue s t h at a r e coming and
some day, maybe not next year, maybe not this year, but some
time before the end of this decade or early in t h e 1990 s yo u
are going to see e nvironment be a key jewel of some
commit t ee . Cl e ar l y i t i s pr ob ab l y go i ng to be a jewel of
the Ag Committee if it can stay there . I ' ve re se r v e d m y
comments to the Ag Committee because that is what I know.
But I am deeply concerned that if you take the environmental
portion out of the committee you' ve rendered that committee
basica l l y u se l e s s . To me t ha t i s bad . I ' ve had a c h a nc e t o
work with the committee. I guess I ' m d e f e n d i n g my p a r o c h i a l
interests as the chairman of that committee, but I'm also
d efendin g i t wi t h t h e f u l l t h ou g h t that if an election of a
new chairman comes alonq I'm sure t h a t i nd i v i du a l w o u l d l i ke
to have a committee that has some ability to effect change
i n a p o s i t i ve way , and I t h i nk agriculture and environment
are two issues that are well needed in that committee and I
think have been well addressed during the course of the year
as evident by the bills that are now out here on th e f l oo r
d eal i n g w i t h wat e r qu al i t y , LB 284 , LB 227, L B 4 7 4 may be
coming ou t o n so i l er o s i on . There are number of other water
qual i t y i ssu e s t h at I t h i nk have been pr o p e r l y add r e s s ed ~ n
the Ag Committee, and I think that that.
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SPEAKER NICHOL: Half minute.

SENATOR R . J OH N SON:
committee should stay.

SPEAI'ER NICHOL: Sena tor Rupp is next, please, but may I
introduce some guests of Senator Lamb who were he r e , J oan n e
F erguson an d P e gg y Fe r gu s o n o f N i l bu r n , Ne b r as k a , and L o i s
Bergs t r o m o f Ne r n a, Neb r as k a . I 'm sorry we didn't get the
information to introduce them while they were here. Senator
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