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was a committee that had a grant from the N ational
Conference of St ate Legislatures. Since this special
committee has some significance, n ot on l y wi t h i n t h i s bod y ,
but because of this grant from the National Conference of
State Legislatures, some significance outside of t he body ,
it seemed appropriate to me that this committee should be
able to introduce legislation as a result of its studies.
Also I think it is imperative on us that we create a rul e s o
that we don't have to create a special rule, such as we did
for the Commonwealth Committee. This i s a r at h e r n ar r ow
definition that two things have to take place. T here has t o
be an interim study introduced to create the committee, and
it has to be authorized, the Executive Board actually has to
authorize and make the membership, set up the membership of
t hi s c o mmi t t e e. I t wou l d not , so that you understand, it
would not allow the Economic Development Committee, the Ad
Hoc Economic Development Committee to introduce legislation
because there wasn't an interim study that started it, that
created it. So it is rather narrow i n na t u r e . Ag ai n , I
would remind you that it does not allow this committee to
have any bills referenced to it. I thi nk that is an
important point that you all need to understand. I would
ask for the adoption of this rules change, Nr. President.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, colleagues, would Senator
Vickers yield to a question? S enator Vi c ke r s , h o w many
committees will be affected by this rule change? O r how
many special committees have been cr e a ted f or an i nte r i m
study resolution and authorized by the Executive Board?

SENATOR VICKERS: Only one right now, this year, if you are
asking the question about this year, o nly t h e o n e .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Just the committee that you talked about
e ar l i e r .

SENATOR VICKERS: Yes .

SENATOR ABBOUD: W i l l t h ey b e ent i t l ed t o t wo p r i or i t y b i l l s
a s wel l ?

SENATOR V I C KERS: I don't think so because if I re call
correctly, I'd have to look at the rule, but I think the
. ule a p p l i e s on l y t o St and i ng C o mmi t te es .
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