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y ou tur n i t down . Tha n k y ou , N r . P resident .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lynch, did you wish to c lose, o r
Senator Hartnett? Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Sen a t o r War n e r , c ould I ask you a

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner, w ould you r e s pond, p l e a s e .

S ENATOR HARTNETT: S e n a t o r War n e r , in your presentation you
t a lked ab o u t d o i n g i t i n f or m a l ly . I s t h at p oss i b l e now
without a rule change? I am simply asking a question.

SENATOR WARNER: Sur e . No , what I was suggesting, t her e i s
nothing that I know of that precludes any committee from,
and, in fact, I would hope that you know, there a normal
process of a hearing on a bill for a new program that the
agency spends time...or the committee spends time w ith t h e
agency talking about how thzs would impact your whole
operation and certainly a number of committees I know have
had d i s c u sszons . I don't know if any of them that y ou a r e
on have but I have understood other committees have had
informal discussions, at least those committee members who
wanted t o . Ny co nce r n i s that once it is put in a rule ,
this is in...at least I be l i e v e i t i s i n ev i t ab l e t hat i t
wil l on l y be a m a t t e r o f time that it will be...well, we' ve
got to have more staff to prepare al l t he se r ep o r t s . I
don' t know h o w I wi l l h and l e if three committees make
recommendations and three don't and when you get to putting
a budget together in the final analysis you have got to
strike some kind of a balance between all those competing
needs. You know, if there is...all I am saying is the kind
of thing that both you a nd Senato r Lyn c h a re p r op os i n g ,
there is n othing that would pr e cl ud e t h ose k ind of
opportunities in terms of oversight. You know, I w o u l d u r ge
every Standing Committee to be as familiar with t h e
operation of the agencies u nder their portfolio of
responsibilities as could be d one. Bu t I h av e a r eal
concern once we start putting it into rules because then we
are going to start, I think, in time moving to mandating it,
you move to staffing and we will have the kind of situation
that I see in Congress where they have all those overlap of
committees and they never can resolve anything. W e d on' t
even get a budget out of them until they are half through a
budget y e a r .

quest ion?
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