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preparations for it, test>mony itself, hearings, r epor t i n g s .
I t p r ob a b l y cou l d even t u al l y l ead to more staff, more
r eport s . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR WARNER: ...and my concern in a lot of ways is how I
perceive Congress functions, at least. I am r ather...it
seems to me as I ask, the officers of t he execut i v e L r a n ch
at the federal level probably spend more time before
Congress t h an t h ey h ave to spend minding th eir own
departments and the reason for much of that is because
Congress' authority i s so dis persed...fragmented, the
jurisdiction overlaps and it creates a lot of confusion, as
we al l we l l kno w. I t ha s already been pointed out that
fiscal staff here is responsible to e ach and ever y one o f
you. I think they have done a good job and a s many of y o u
indicated, you have always been able to acquire information
that you wish to acquire. T he appropr i a t i o n s p r oce s s , as
a ny o f you w h o h ave s e r v ed know i t i s l o ng , i t ' s t ed i ou s ,
it's often bor i ng . The r e i s n ot much glamor. It has few
r ewards . We sp e n d mor e time saying no than we do saying
yes, and it is nicer to say yes, but in these difficult
times in order to say yes even to a few, we a r e g o i n g t o b e
saying no to most. I cannot judge on how the time demands
t hat eac h of you h av e i n you r i nd i v i du a l co mmi t t e e s may
affect the t ime t hat y ou m ay have to give t o t h i s .
Obviously, you can always do those things that are most
i mpor t a n t . Bu t i t i s i n t er e s t i n g t o m e that w e h av e b e e n
spending a lot of time during the interim talking about how
to restructure the commattees becauseof the time problems
and we '-pend a lot of time talking about ways to reduce the
number of bills to permit more time for the committees. I
am not too sure but what thxs will not.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

SENATOR WARNER: ...totally add t o i t . So , wi t h t ha t , I
have some other thoughts I would l i ke t o t al k ab out on
C ongress, h o w t h e y f unct i o n , b ut I wou l d recommend that we
do not adopt this. But if there a re i n d i v i d u a l co mmi t t e e s
that want to attempt something i nfo rmal l y , I cer t ai n l y am
sure that we would all be willing to try and work t h a t out
a nd see how th e p r o c es s woul d w o r k .

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Se nat o r Higgins , p l ea s e, t hen Senator
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