January 9, 1986

to this point because the bill limitation was not something
that was going to be accepted and we are not going to turn
over our authority to screen to the Exec Board or anyone
else because we want to set our own priorities. So my
proposal is very simple and I handed this out again today.
I handed out a sheet on it yesterday, a fact sheet and a
copy of the actual rule change and, very simply, here is
what it does. Each state senator will get two priority
bills. That means that I, as an individual, will have my
own choice of the priorities that I set for myself, as each
and everyone of you would. Now, I had a priority bill last
year that happened to pass so I win big because now I get to
Pick another priority bill. If you had a priority bill that
didn't make it through, it's still in committee, it's on
General File, you might want to keep that priority or you
might want to switch it. You might figure that on the first
vote on General File it didn't get enough support, you don't
think it will make it through, or maybe the situation has
changed and you want to pick another priority bill. It
gives us some flexibility so you will not have those
carry-over priority bills unless you designate that
carry-over priority bill that you have designated already
from last year, unless you designate it as your new
priority. And, thirdly, we would shorten the number of days
before we pick our priority bills. Usually we wait until we
are all balled up and we are frantically trying to figure
out how we are going to handle all the work that we have to
handle. We will pick our priority bills after the 15th day,
on the 15th day of the legislative session, 10 days to
introduce the new ones, 5 days to look everything over and
decide what your particular priority bill, in this case
bills, will be. I think it is a very clean and workable
proposition. I propose this rule change only because I
think that we need to have the screening process, the
sorting out process. We need to set our priorities so that
we can handle the things that we want to handle. The
committees are then obligated to handle those bills first if
it is a new bill that is introduced. The Speaker will move
those bills along ahead of everything else and allow all the
bills in the world to be introduced by each member. I agree
with that concept of allowing the bills to be introduced.
But I think we will discipline ourselves a little bit if we
put this two priority bill limitation because we will know,
just because we are alive we will know that all those other
bills that we are going to introduce are probably not going
to get the attention that they need to get passed because we
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