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to this point because the bill limitation was not something
that was going to be accepted and we are not going to turn
over our authority to screen to the Exec Board or a nyo n e
e lse b eca u s e w e wa n t t o set our own priorities. So my
p roposal i s v e r y si mp l e a n d I h an de d t h i s o ut agai n t o d a y .
I handed out a sheet on it yesterday, a fac t s h e e t and a
copy of the actual rule change and, v ery s i mp ly , h er e i s
what it does. Ea ch state senator will get two priority
bills. That means that I,a s a n i n di v i d u a l , wi l l h ave m y
own choice of the priorities that I set for myself, as each
and everyone of y o u w ou ld . Now, I h ad a p r i or i t y b i l l l ast
year that happened to pass so I win big because now I get to
p ick ano t he r p r i or i t y b i l l . I f you h ad a p r i or i t y b i l l t h at
d idn ' t m a k e it through, it's still in committee, it's on
General File, you might want to keep that priority or you
might want to switch it. You might figure that on the first
vote on General File it didn't get enough support, you don' t
t hink i t wi l l make i t t h r ou g h , or maybe the situation has
changed and you want to pick another priority bill. It
g ives us som e f l e xi b i l i t y so you will not have those
c arry - ove r p r i or i t y balls unless y o u d esignate that
carry - o ver p r i or i t y bill that you have d esignated a l r e a d y
from last year, unless you designate it a s yo ur new
priority. And, thirdly, we would shorten the number of days
before we pick our priority bills. Usuall y w e w a i t u nt i l we
are all balled up and we are frantically trying to figure
out how we are going to handle all the work that we have to
handle. We will pick our priority bills after the 15th day,
on the 15th day o f the legislative session, 10 days to
introduce the new ones, 5 days to look e veryth ing ove r a n d
decide what your particular priority bill, in this case
bills, will be. I think it is a very clean and workable
p roposi t i o n. I p r op o se t h i s rule cha ng e on l y b e c ause I
think that we need to h a ve t h e s cr ee n i n g p ro ces s , the
sorting out process. We need to set our priorities so that
w e ca n h a n d l e the things that we wa nt t o hand le . Th e
committees are then obligated to handle those bills first if
i t i s a n ew b i l l t h at is introduced. The Speaker will move
those bills along ahead of everything else and a l l o w a l l t h e
bills in the world to be introduced by each member. I agree
with that concept of allowing the bills to be introduced.
But I think we will discipline oursel ve s a l i t t l e b i t i f we
put this two priority bill limitation because we will know,
just because we are alive we will know that all those other
bills that we are going to introduce are probably not going
to get the attention that they need to get passed because we
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